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When Dovetails Meet Saddles  
By Nick Berwian

It is easy to classify two families of corner notches: 
there are notch types relying on log ends protruding 
beyond the wall-plane for structural strength (notches 
with an overhang or flyway) and the ones which 
don’t (notches without overhang). Various types of 
saddle notches or round notches are typical for the 
protruding ones, while dovetail notches, for instance, 
may end flush with the corner.

The saddle notch seems to be the notch of choice 
for many builders of handcrafted log homes. With 
good reason: builders praise its tightness during and 
after settling, and its ability to shed water. Also, the 
saddle notch nicely avoids the occurrence of “gap-
problems” that round notches may have.  (I am 
referring to the special situation when a log needs 
to be round-notched below the midpoint of its 
counterpart, sometimes called recurve).

But, throughout Europe, especially in areas near 
the Alps, the dovetail corner traditionally is used 
in log buildings up to this day. And it, too, has its 
advantages. Dovetails can be economically cut using 
typical carpenters’ tools and templates. They save a 

considerable amount of wood since they do not need 
a log-overhang. Also, lacking protruding log ends at 
outside corners makes the notch less susceptible to 
water and sunlight. At inside-corners dovetails take up 
very little floor space – who needs a log-overhang in 
places where space counts, for instance in staircases?

Combination can make sense
 So why not combine those two types of corner 
notches to take advantage of both, or just to enhance 
the appearance of a handcrafted log building?
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 When combining saddle and dovetail notches in one building, we need to carefully 
consider the different settling-characteristics of various notch types.
 Apart from the shrinkage of the logs during the drying process, there are two main 
reasons why saddle notch corners settle:

• 1st: The wood-fi bres compress along the edge of the notch (depending on the  
 amount of undercut / concavity).
• 2nd:  The drying of the logs leads to a decrease in the width of the saddle - the 

corresponding notch will slide down along the saddle (notch-underscribing is 
essential at this point).

 Dovetail corners behave quite differently. There are no notches edges to compress, 
and no (geometrical) shift of triangles. Consequently, in theory a dovetail notch does 
not need to be underscribed. However, it is wise to use some underscribe – after all, 
wall loads should be carried at the corners of a log building because this makes the 
walls stiffer. 
 Also, the dovetail surface that faces down should be shaped concave to ensure 
tight notch-edges. (The dovetail surfaces that face up should never be concave 
because this could trap and hold water.) My experience leads me to think that no 
more than half the saddle notch underscribe should be used for dovetail-corners.

Avoid uneven wall heights
 So far, so good. Yet it is quite obvious that this procedure will result in uneven wall 
heights: a log that is saddle notched at one end and dovetail notched at its other end 
will not sit in the desired position on the log wall after being cut and fitted because 
it has less underscribe at the dovetail, and more at the saddle notch. The logs in the 
wall could start to tip down towards the saddle-notched ends, where there was more 
underscribing.
 There is an easy way to avoid such difficulties. While preassembling the log shell, 
just prop up each dovetail-seat with a wood-shim (Photo 3). The thickness of each 
shim equal to the difference between the dovetail notch scribe-setting and the saddle 
notch scribe-setting.
 Then, when assembling the building on its final site, leave all the shims out. At first, 
dovetail corners will be lower than saddle-corners (uneven wall heights). Yet because 

Photo 3

continued on page 4
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of the different settling characteristics the final result should be 
good. As all long grooves get tight, all the logs will have the 
same slope that they had during the pre-construction.

A scribe-list helps
 Aided by a simple list comparing the different notch scribes 
of each round, the total difference can be easily calculated. The 
type of wood, its density and moisture content also should be 
considered. The following chart is one example:
In this example, a total of 48 mm/1-15/16" inches has to be 
propped up via shims in a 9-round log shell.

Watch your building
 Usually, some edge compression takes place in the saddle 
notches while you are preassembling a log shell. The inserted 
wood-shims at the dovetail notches, however, barely compress. 
It is quite necessary to keep track of this process and to inspect 
the parallelism of the gap in between every pair of logs in order 
to achieve level, flat surfaces on wall logs (door and window 
headers, plate logs etc.).

 That means that some of the saddle-notch underscribe will be 
“used up” at this point and the dovetail corner won’t sag quite 
as much as calculated in the list.

Surely an uneven wall height in a log shell to start with doesn’t 
make ceiling- or roof construction easier yet might be a better 
choice when comparing the alternative. 

 There is no reason to fear a dovetail corner within a saddle-
notched building. Carefully crafted it can be a real eye-catcher 
and well worth the effort! 

Round
#

Underscribe Saddle Notch 
mm / inch

Underscribe Dovetail Notch 
mm / inch

Difference
mm /  inch

1 15 mm – 9/16" 7 mm – 5/16" 8 mm – 5/16"

2 15 mm – 9/16" 7 mm – 5/16" 8 mm – 5/16" 

3 15 mm – 9/16" 7 mm – 5/16" 8 mm – 5/16"

4 10 mm – 3/8" 5 mm – 3/16" 5 mm – 3/16"

5 10 mm– 3/8" 5 mm – 3/16" 5 mm – 3/16"

6 10 mm – 3/8" 5 mm – 3/16" 5 mm – 3/16"

7 6 mm – 1/4" 3 mm – 1/8" 3 mm – 1/8"

8 6 mm – 1/4" 3 mm – 1/8" 3 mm – 1/8"

9 6 mm – 1/4" 3 mm – 1/8" 3 mm – 1/8"

Total 48mm – 1 15/16"

Editor’s note: Also see Murray Arnott’s article in Log Building News 
#34, pp. 18-19.
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Superior 
               for a reason

Potain is the world leader for tower cranes, with 
more than , sold. Not only do we offer a 
wide range of self-erecting, top-slewing and special 
application cranes — all with outstanding versatility 
and performance — we back our products up with 
a reputable dealer network and are committed to 
serving your needs. 

For more information, contact your local 
dealer or visit us at www.manitowoc.com.
                                                                         

Advantages of using a Potain tower crane:

  Impressive capacities at radius compared to 
 traditional lifting equipment

  Electrically powered for quiet, green operation

  Bases designed for minimal jobsite disruption

  Mobile self-erecting cranes offer efficient 
 on-site relocation

  Potain’s Optima technology maximizes hoist  
and swing performance

  Supported by the global Manitowoc Crane Care 
 dealer network

       Dealer opportunities available.     

Potain tower cranes are versatile  
and environmentally friendly.

Potain is the world leader for tower cranes, with 
more than , sold. Not only do we offer a 
wide range of self-erecting, top-slewing and special 
application cranes — all with outstanding versatility 
and performance — we back our products up with 
a reputable dealer network and are committed to
serving your needs. 

For more information, contact your local 

Advantages of using a Potain tower crane:

 Impressive capacities at radius compared to 
traditional lifting equipment

Electrically powered for quiet, green operation

 Bases designed for minimal jobsite disruption

 Mobile self-erecting cranes offer efficient 
on-site relocation

 Potain’s Optima technology maximizes hoist 
and swing performance

 Supported by the global Manitowoc Crane Care 
dealer network

Potain tower cranes are versatile 
and environmentally friendly.
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Do you hear that?  There is a faint whisper in the air.  It is 
a whisper that is growing in intensity. Soon there will be no 
mistaking the thunder of thousands of liters of water roaring over 
one of the great wonders of the world. Spring is calling and so 
is Niagara. Fasten your seat belts because here comes the 2011 
annual International Log Builders Association conference, for log 
builders and log home enthusiasts everywhere.  

For the professional builder, there will don’t-miss seminars.  
Want to expand your horizons? Then have a look at the hands 
on dovetail building pre-conference. Want to build a better 
log home? There will be seminars on: The scientifi c research of 
wood preservation and staining, blower-door testing, health and 
safety in the industry, architecture. We will bust timber joinery — 
contact John Boys for details. And tools… glorious tools! Looking 
for: Marketing tips, new business practices or more effi cient 
building methods?  Then it’s time to get reacquainted with your 
log building friends and colleagues.

For those who have been bragging about their prowess with a 
chainsaw – it is time to put the skeptics to rest in our Log Builder 
Games. This is really something to see!  Bring your gear (don’t 
forget the safety equipment) and throw down the gauntlet (I 
hear the Littler Brothers have forgotten how to even start a saw).  
Do you have what it takes? It is time to fi re up the saw — and let 
the chips fall where they may! All of them.

For the log home enthusiasts: Where else can you meet and 
talk with dozens and dozens of the best handcraft log builders on 
the planet?  If your dream is to build a log home, then you need 
to be at the Niagara conference!  There is no better place to start 
your research.  There will be several seminars geared to log home 
enthusiasts.  Want to build your own dovetail log home?  Then 
get your hands dirty.  Come to our pre-conference workshop 
with Higgs Murphy, and let an experienced log home instructor 
show you how! Are you curious about the process of modern log 
home construction?  Then you will want to fi nd out about our, 
“Effective Practices and Methods.” The “Effective Practices and 
Methods are the best guidelines to building a quality log home.  
Does your builder know about them? 

What better time for a free tour of Niagara Falls? It’s all 
included!  If you haven’t seen it, you owe it to yourself to get to 
conference!  Visit some vineyards, go to the spa – heck stay a 
week and make a vacation of it. So book your plane ticket, rent a 
car, strap wheels to your saw – just make sure you are in Niagara 
by April 14, 2011! 

Niagara!  
By Earl Laverty

Avez-vous entendu? Il y a un souffl e léger dans l'air. C’est un 
murmure qui a de plus en plus d'intensité. Bientôt il n'y aura 
pas à s'y méprendre sur le tonnerre de milliers de litres d'eau 
rugissant sur une des grandes merveilles du monde. Le printemps 
nous appelle et Niagara également.

Attachez vos ceintures, car voici arrive la conférence annuelle 
de l'Association International Log Builders 2011, pour les 
constructeurs de maison en bois rond  et les amateurs aussi. 

Pour le constructeur professionnel, il y aura à  “ne pas 
manquer les séminaires”. Voulez-vous élargir vos horizons? Alors 
jetez un coup d’oeil à la pré-conférence pour la construction de 
dovetail. Vous voulez construire une meilleure maison en bois 
rond? Il y aura des séminaires sur: La recherche scientifi que de 
préservation du bois et de la teinture, de test d'infi ltrométrie, 
la santé et la sécurité dans l'industrie et de l'architecture. Nous 
regarderons le timber joinery - contact Boys John pour plus 
de détails. Les outils… les magnifi ques outils! Vous cherchez: 
conseil marketing, de nouvelles pratiques commerciales ou des 
méthodes de construction plus effi caces? Alors il est temps de 
voir à nouveau vos amis et collègues de construction en bois 
rond.

Pour ceux qui se sont vantés de leurs talents de la scie à chaîne 
- il est temps de tranquilliser les sceptiques dans nos Jeux Log 
Builders. C'est vraiment quelque chose à voir! Apportez vos outils 
(n'oubliez pas les équipements de sécurité) et de jeter le gant 
(j'entends que les Frères Littler ont oublié comment même de 
faire fonctionner une scie). Avez-vous ce qu'il faut? Il est temps 
d'activer la chaîne de la scie et de la faire partir et de laisser les 
choses suivre leur cours! Toutes les choses!

Pour les amateurs de maison en bois rond: Où pouvez-vous 
rencontrer et de parler avec des dizaines et des dizaines des 
meilleurs constructeurs de maison en bois rond sur la planète? 
Si votre rêve est de construire une de ces magnifi ques maisons 
alors vous devez être à la conférence à Niagara! Il n'y a pas 
de meilleur endroit pour commencer vos recherches. Il y aura 
plusieurs séminaires pour les amateurs de ces maisons. Vous 
voulez construire votre propre maison dovetail en bois rond? 
Ensuite, vous pouvez vous salir les mains. Venez à notre pré-
conférence avec l’expert célèbre de dovetail, Higgs Murphy, et 
laissez  cet expert vous montrer ses talents. Êtes-vous curieux de 
connaître le processus de construction des maisons en bois rond 
modernes? Alors, vous voulez en savoir plus sur nos "méthodes 
et les pratiques effi caces." Les "méthodes et les Pratiques effi caces 
sont les meilleures lignes directrices pour la construction d'une 
maison en bois rond de qualité. Est-ce que votre constructeur les 
connaît?

Quel meilleur moment pour une visite gratuite aux Chutes 
Niagara? C'est tout compris! Si vous ne l'avez pas vu, rendez-
vous à la conférence! Visite des vignes, rendez-vous au spa 
- diable séjour d'une semaine et faire un voyage de ce-ci. Alors 
réservez votre billet d'avion, louez  une voiture, apportez  votre 
scie - assurez-vous que vous êtes à Niagara pour le 14 avril 2011!

Niagara!
De la part de Earl Laverty
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White Oaks Resort and Spa
Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario

April 14 to 17, 2011

2011 ILBA Annual General Meeting

Conference Speakers:

Peter Gott, keynote

Dalibor Houdek

Higgs Murphy

Dai Ona

Kevin Simoes

Robert Chambers

Dan Wait

Kevin Maynard

Earl Laverty

Ron Brodigan

Ed Shure

John Boys

Mack Magee

Konrad Gallei

Eric Latocki

and more!

Sessions on roof framing and math; round notches in 
Germany; underscribing; kiln drying; Estonia; safety; Joint 
Busting; tools; Social Media marketing; Green Design; and more.
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To my surprise and delight, the Timber Framers Guild and 
Adrian Jones collaborated to hold these workshops at a time I 
could actually attend.  I was interested in the techniques, but I 
also wanted to teach these skills to my students. I had become 
interested in this the previous winter when my students and I 
were modifying Jack Sobon’s little cabin to have more headroom 
in the loft and also a hip roof.  We wanted it to be in proportion 
and look right.  I recalled Laurie Smith’s writings on using 
geometry and more specifi cally, the “daisy wheel” and began 
to study them to get some ideas.  Soon, I was producing daisy 
wheels, iron crosses, overlapping circles and vesica piscis to beat 
the band.  I was also generating more questions than answers.

So, fast forward to Colorado 8 months later.  With unbelievable 
good fortune, here is Laurie lecturing 20 of us for two days, 
and then hanging around for us to pester him for another 
seven!  He started off by recounting his thirty years at University 
teaching ceramics, and how the foundation of all the ancient 
ceramic work was, what we now think of as basic geometry.  
He explained how the square, rectangle, triangles and arcs 
are all functions of the circle and can all be constructed with 
only a compass, straightedge and a pencil. The multiplicity of 
geometric shapes formed became the key geometric symbol 
that would become the basis of how buildings were laid out and 
proportioned in medieval times. 

Day 2 Geometry; Laurie 
was applying the Daisy 
wheel to the development 
of our workshop project.  
He explained the to-
and-fro he had with 
Adrian as the building 
was developed starting 
with its width which then 
produced the height 
and cross section.  The 
same daisy wheel that 
produced this would then 
be laid down fl at in plan 
to produce the spacing 

between bays.  Daisy wheel with the addition of wall lines and 
roof lines would lead into the sizing of structural members such 
as posts, tie beams and principal rafters.  The taper of the rafters, 
the camber of tie beams, the shape of the post jowl, the point at 
which the braces sprang from the posts all developed out of the 
geometry of the one daisy wheel. 

Using the geometry that comes out of the circle (and daisy 
wheel) results not only in a system of layout but also guarantees 
a structure that is proportional and pleasing to the eye because 

it adheres to the principals inherent in the geometry and not just 
dimensions that come out of someone’s head willy-nilly.

I asked Laurie why this great system was almost lost to us 
and he explained that at one point in time building design was 
wrested from the Master Builders by the Architects who then 
began to converse with the client in terms of unit numbers; and 
eventually, the importance of the geometry dwindled.

Laurie then introduced a new term; “Building Grammar”. Yes, 
the grammar of the side wall elevation is curved braces, but the 
grammar of the gable elevation is straight braces.  Thus the struts 
in the roof trusses will be straight also—because the struts are in 
the gable grammar. This then, is continuity of pattern and the 
building is speaking to you in it’s grammar.  You’d better listen.

About noon of the second day, Laurie completely lost his voice 
after soldiering on throughout the morning.  Exit one Brave 
Geometer. Enter Glen Dodge.  Glen was drawing our frame 
in AutoCad and so had drawings with dimensions to lay out a 
component by stepping off with a divider from a scale diagram.

Floor layout could now commence based on Glen’s drawings.  
There would be several different “layups” of timbers, each 
requiring  a specifi c “layout” on the fl oor.  (The timbers were 
not S4S, and had natural waney edges, and were not perfectly 
straight. The timber faces were not necessarily 90° to each other.) 
A layup is an organized stack of timbers positioned above a fl oor 
layout (lines on the fl oor) for the purpose of marking where each 
the timber joint will be cut.  

A timber is often needed in more than one layup.  For 
instance, a wall plate would be needed in the layup with the ties 
(90 degrees to the ridge) as well as the layup for the sidewalls 
with the posts and braces (parallel with the ridge).

The fi rst layup was the wall plates and tie beams, sidewalls 
second, roof trusses third, then principal rafters and purlins.  The 
rafters would be laid out to a drawing and cut.

Glen demonstrated the technique of lining timbers (the same 
as snap-line square rule—cross hairs on ends of timbers and 
chalklines (snaplines) on faces) and also the use of offset lines 
from the theoretical beam line to position the timber over the 
fl oor layout.  This technique eliminates error caused by variations 
in timber surface and twist.  In our case the snap line was usually 

continued next page

Layup Timber Workshop, 
Fort Collins,Colorado 
By Higgs Murphy

Instructor Glenn Dodge (kneeling) demonstrating the fi rst layup 
and use of custom fi xtures. Credit: Joel McCarty, TFG

Daisy Wheel used to design buildings 
to pleasing proportions.
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1.5” from theoretical edge.  If the offset line on the fl oor is 1.5” 
from theoretical edge, the distance from offset line to snap line 
would then be 3”

Snapline or datum line square rule is the same as when log 
builders use centre lines, a defi nition of an x-y axis relative to the 
timber, not governed by the edges.  The x-y axis can be placed 
anywhere you fi nd convenient relative to the edges.  Normally 
on timbers, it’s 1-1/2” from the two reference faces on a timber, 
marked at a location near the extents of the joinery.  Theoretical 
edge would then be 1-1/2” from this chalkline along the length 
of the timber.  Actual edge is wherever the edge actually is.  An 
offset line on the fl oor layout is a line offset from the theoretical 
edge line, away from the timber by a known amount.  So, you 
would have a theoretical beam edge, to one side you would have 
your chalkline or datum line and to the opposite side you have 
the offset line.  The purpose of the offset line is to get away from 
the actual edge of the timber which may not be straight, and 
can be waney.

We attached small plastic rulers to the top surface of the 
timbers with the 3” mark aligned with the snap-line to plumb 
down to the fl oor layout.  Small plumb bobs hung from strings 
were used to move each timber into position over the lines on 
the fl oor. 

Glen had some tweaks to make positioning timbers over fl oor 
layout easier.  These were small aluminum jack supports that 
were capable of positioning the timber accurately both vertically 
and laterally with accuracy and ease.  They replaced a lot of small 
shims. That only left longitudinal placement to a “two foot mark” 
to deal with.  Incidentally, the longitudinal mark can be whatever 
is convenient.  Two feet is the standard.

Something new for me: we snapped lines lengthwise on 
curved braces on both the concave and convex surfaces to 
accurately level them lengthwise and across. 

When wane was encountered, Glen showed us how to deal 
with it using only the plumb-line as reference.

As soon as timbers were fully marked in all layups they occur 
in, then we began cutting.  Everybody was busy all the time and 
we started cranking the work out.  Test fi tting followed cutting, 
and at about 10pm Friday night, the last rafter tails were being 
shaped.

Raising was scheduled for fi rst thing Saturday morning in Old 
Town Square and we were there unloading before traffi c got 
hairy. Frames were assembled on the ground and then raised 
by people power and three hand-cranked Genie lifts.  With 
beautiful weather and smooth organization the frame was 
completed in the afternoon.  The raising drew a lot of people to 
the site, generated a lot of interest in what we were doing, and 
everybody answered questions all day long; great ambassadors 
for timber framing.  Mission accomplished!

The next week, I worked with Adrian’s crew to move the 
building to it’s fi nal home at The Gardens on Spring Creek.  It 
looks absolutely great there and the best part is, it’s just starting 
it’s new life as a classroom for children as they learn about the 
environment, growing things and preparing food.  Does it get 
any better than that?

Hat’s off to Adrian and crew, Laurie Smith and Glen Dodge who 
never let up for a second, and to all the participants for their hard 
work and good cheer. The town of Fort Collins supplied Adrian 
with a lot of material for this frame that might have otherwise 
gone to a landfi ll.  We used bug killed pine, spruce, ash, elm and 
Russian olive in the frame.  The Timber Framers Guild partnered 
with the Town of Fort Collins and the nice people at The Gardens 
on Spring Creek to make it all happen. 

Higgs works as a timber framer and log builder.
logdoggies@yahoo.com

Completed frame standing at The Gardens at Spring Creek
Credit: Higgs Murphy
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C O N F E R E N C E  W O R K S H O P S

Centre-Line Dovetail Construction
A two day pre-Conference workshop in which Higgs Murphy will 
cover the theory and layout of full (compound) dovetail and half 
dovetail log joints. Logs comprising the four walls of the structure 
will be decked out on skids, inside surface up,  as they would 
be when the walls are standing.  A centre-line will be snapped 
longitudinally on each log on their inside surfaces.  Next, the 
average midspan diameters will be measured and recorded 
and the appropriate sizes for the dovetail joints calculated. 
Adjustments to notch size will be made and recorded as 
necessary. Once notch size is determined, the logs can be spaced 
the appropriate distance apart on the deck. At this point, the logs 
are exactly as they will be in the wall and window header, door 
header, joist placement and plate height are all evident. We will 
adjust log size or spacing at this point to change the outcome, 
if necessary. Logs can then be placed on sawhorses adjacent to 
their wall, any twist corrected at the joints, and the dovetails laid 
out and cut. Layout will be with a template applied to the centre-
line. Cutting will be with hand-held chainsaw. We will stack the 
building and a new set of logs worked on. We are going to build 
a small building up to the top plates with rafters and floor joists.

We'll do several types of surface texture after we reach the top 
plates; adze, drawknife, broadaxe and plane. The goal will be 
to show the speed, efficiency and safety of the method which is 
easily learned by the owner-builder or the professional yard.

This is a log building with chinked laterals.  Different chinking 
methods and materials will be discussed but not used during 
the course. I'll supply the templates, you'll need your regular log 
building hand tools, chainsaw, layout stuff and safety equipment.

Peter Gott developed this method developed this method over 
30 years ago and has taught hundreds of people how to do it.  
Peter will be at the conference with a presentation of his own

Roof Framing for Dummies-How I learned to give up 
math and develop roof surfaces

Work with Higgs Murphy to get most of the information to cut 
a timber-frame hip roof with two different pitches on adjacent 
surfaces with a simple developed drawing. Higgs will do another 
drawing for the backing angle of the hip.  Then, with the help of 

my mystery Zimmerman, 
we'll see how the hip 
dives into the plate at 
the corner, again using 
surface development 
technique.  I'll be using 
Dietrich's free PlanCad 2d 
drawing program which 
is easily learned.  If you 
have PlanCad on your 
computer, bring it along 
and work with me.  I can 
also do the same techniques with compass and straight-edge on 
paper if necessary.  
Drawings on the computer result in accurate measurement 

to build by.  Drawings on paper are to a scale, normally 1:12 if 
you work in inches, 1:10 if metric and then stepped off on the 
full size object with dividers.  Angles can be taken right off the 
paper drawing with a bevel square as well.  This will be a four-
hour workshop.  It would be most helpful to acquire a copy of 
“Construction Geometry,” by Brian Walmsley (available from Lee 
Valley) before you come.

Contract Teaching
Higgs Murphy will lead a short discussion to encourage 

builders to share what they know by offering teaching sessions 
either on the road or at their workplace.  Who, what, when, 
where, why. We need to encourage young folk into the trade.  
In teaching the owner builder market, is there the potential to 
increase the work in our yards?  Is it perhaps a good alternative 
when building is slow?  How do we meet our clients?  A separate 
website for itinerant instructors or the ILBA website?  Who sells 
and manages the product?  There have been many fine examples 
of instructors in the log building trade, but they are dropping off 
one by one and there is still the need.  Can we get together as a 
group and be stronger and more visible, more approachable?  

Have you always wanted to teach but weren't quite sure how 
to? Alan Mackie once told me, "The only thing you need to know 
to teach someone something is a little bit more than they do."  
That should ease the tension. 

John Boys leads a hands-on dovetail workshop

Martin Slager shows his skill 
throwing tools in Logbuilders Games

Pre-conference  Montebello workshop "Round Meets Square" with 
Joel McCarty and Robèrt Savignac
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Get  this issue 
in Full Color!

Download it at 
www.logassociation.org
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Pat Clark has been using the Makita 3803A groove-cutting tool 
on his log timber frames, and reports that it works great. He has 
used it extensively for making slots on the inside and outside of 
log posts and beams to provide clean, tight fits of interior and 
exterior finish materials that hide any gaps that would come 
from shrinkage. He’s racked up thousands of feet of use with this 
tool.

The 15-amp motor has plenty of power to drive the 1-13/16” 
(46mm) wide cutter, which will hog out even dry wood to a 
maximum depth of over 1-3/16” (30mm). Depth of cut can 
be adjusted down to zero. Optional cutters are available in 
many widths as narrow as 3/8” (10mm). Pat reports good chip 
clearance, even with deep dados.

The Groove Cutter produces a clean dado both on the 
sides and the bottom. Pat uses this tool on logs and timbers 
lengthwise, and also on end-grain — and he reports that it 
produces clean cuts both with- and across- the grain—see 
photos. End-grain might have been the weak spot of the tool, 
but as the photos show, Pat has been getting good results. 
Running at 9000 rpms is one reason that it can produce clean 
cuts.

Comes with a fence, which is essential for slotting. It can 
produce open-sided grooves (ship-lap) as well as the 3-sided 
dados (slots) seen in the photos. Ship-lap and miter- fences are 
optional accessories.

Still available in Canada, though perhaps not in the USA.  
Expect to pay around CDN$700 from shops like Magard 
Ventures. 

Makita Groove Cutter
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West Chesterfi eld, NH  •  www.foardpanel.comWest Chesterfi eld, NH  •  www.foardpanel.com
1-800-644-88851-800-644-8885

Roof Systems  •  Dormers  •  Pre-Cuts 

Fast  •  Aff ordable  •  Energy-Effi  cient 
I N S U L AT E D  PA N E L S
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TechTalk
 T I P S  A N D  T O O L S

By Robert W. Chambers

As we all know, there are times that two hands are not 
enough. I bought a few "rare earth" magnets to see if they 
could help me out. The photos show a rafter square and 
a flexy rule connected only by a rare earth magnet. Both 
the square and the ruler are stainless steel (which is often 
non-magnetic), but this bad boy was able to anchor them 
together.
 I bought 3/4" x 3/4" magnets for $3.00 each from www.
magnet4sale.com , but they are available from many 
suppliers. Shop around. These are rated at 50 pounds. Just 
make sure you get Neodymium Rare Earth magnets if you 
want super strength.
 A warning: if you buy two or magnets, then keep them 
apart . . . and I mean a long way apart. I had two magnets 
fly to each other from 10-inches, collide with so much 
force that a chip blew off one magnet, and then refuse 
to separate until I clamped it in a vice and cranked on it. 
These things are tenacious. That's why I like them. 

Here are a couple photos from a contributor who 
is anonymous. Makita curved-bottom planers 
are great tools, but they come only in a 110-volt 
version. Many countries (in the EU for example) 
have 220v as normal line voltage. So, using a 
factory-made curved planer requires step-down 
transformers. One log builder took another 
approach, and says this modification works for him.
 WARNING- this must come from a country that 
has no product liability or personal injury lawsuits! 
LBN and the ILBA recommend that modified 
electric tools should not be used.
 Anonymous log builder took a standard, flat-
bottom, 220v Makita 80mm (3-1/4") planer that 
is easily available in his country. Then he clamped 
it sole-plate up in a vice, and surgically applied a 
16-grit sanding disc at 6000 rpms to the aluminum 
base and shaped it, front and rear, to a curve. As 
you can see in photos, some plastic was removed, 
too.  Be careful, though, because there are wires 
in the plastic housing. He's been using it now and 
again for more than 6 years and reports it works 
great.. 

"Curved" Planer

Magnet
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TimberTools.com
Your source for quality tools and service

• Timber Tool Forge – Hand forged: chisels, scarf slicks, 
spuds, draw knives, Lassiter tools and more

• Belgian garnet sharpening stones

• SwissPro/HEMA – Mortisers, slotters, guide tracks, drill 
guides, circular saws, skew notchers & tenon cutters, 
portable planers, chain beam saws, portable band saws

• Serra Saw Mills – wide blade technology, electric drive, 
perfect production saw for logs up to 3' - 5'-4"

• REX / Mida – 4-sided planers, moulders for reliable 
continuous operation

• CNC joinery and log milling machines – Essetre/Krusi  

• Land Ark – All natural wood fi nish, also exterior, soft wax 
for end grain or polish. Reduces checking.

• Double-cut auger bits – Cleanest cut, easily powered: 
18" or 24" long. 3/8" to 1-1/2" wide

• Zentra – Drilling system with centering points, from 5/16" 
to 8", most materials: man-made or timber

Tel: 1-800-350-8176

Log Home Code Being Revised
The ICC Standard Development Committee on Log Structures (IS-LOG Committee) met in 
November 2010 to consider public and committee proposals that were submitted on the 
2007 edition of the ICC 400 Standard. Any revisions that are fi nally accepted will be published 
in the 2012 version of ICC-400.  

Highlights of proposed changes:
• Proposed revisions to require minimal roof overhangs to protect log walls from weather; 
• A new table for U-factor of a log wall (energy use);
• Changes to the thermal mass allowances;
• Many changes to structural strength of logs (see the Tables of Section 302);
• New provisions for controlling air and water infi ltration; and
• New ‘triggers’ for when specifi c structural engineering is required for log structures.

Go here to download the proposed changes (2 PDF documents):

www.iccsafe.org/cs/IS-LOG/Pages/2012.aspx

Deadline for submitting your comments on the proposed revisions is February 21, 2011.
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ATLANTIC WHITE 
CEDAR LOGS 

High quality, rare Atlantic white cedar 
logs are now available in the mid-Atlantic 
region. This species resists decay better 
than more common cedar and is of the 

highest rank of termite resistance. Straight 
and naturally durable. 

We are seeking a long term relationship 
with a log home builder or log buyer. 

NOTE: This is not northern white cedar. 
ACW is in the same family as Alaska 

yellow cedar. 

Contact: Forester, Bob Williams 
TEL 856-307-7800, ext 111

CELL 609-221-0211 
EMAIL bob@landdimensions.com

So this year has not been one of your stellar years?  Just scraping 
by with slim pickings on the horizon? Time to cut back and trim 
the fat in your budget, like that ILBA membership – Oops! 

Think carefully before you let your ILBA membership lapse. Is 
that a wise move? Does that support your business plan?  

Belonging to the ILBA may be the best $400 you spend this 
year. What’s that you say? What can the ILBA do for you? Oh, I 
know you already know all there is to know about log building. 
Sure, your system could not possibly improve any, since your 
yard has already achieved perfection. 

But even if that is true, consider the networking that 
occurs within the ILBA. And can you possibly think of another 
organization that both gives credibility to your business and 
drives traffic to your company’s website? 

Really, when you consider: the new Effective Practices and 
Methods (replacing the Standards 2000), the ILBA’s seat at the 
ICC table (defending the handcrafted log home industry) and 
the ongoing research into the performance of log homes – do 
you really want your business to be left out? And of course, there 
is always the quarterly Log Building News to look forward to.  

Yes the recession has affected log builders, but losing your 
spot in your ILBA is not the answer. So take back those empties 
in your garage, skip the drive-through window in your favorite 
coffee shop, and scrape together your membership dues. We 
need each other. Let us revive our organization and advance into 
the future together. Let us continue to advocate for well built log 
and timber buildings. Let us draw on the success of our past and 
bring new vision for the future. 

ILBA Membership is Good for Business 
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hat’s right. The average 2,200 sq. ft. home has over 5280 feet
of log joint exposed to the elements. Don’t take a chance keep-

ing out the invasive power of Mother Nature—join the thousands of
homeowners who have sealed their home with Log Jam chinking.  

When other chinking pulls away Log Jam holds its seal.

Since its introduction in 1985, Log Jam
chinking has been the recognized industry stan-
dard in elasticity, adhesion, and durability. It is
also the only chinking to hold a UL fire resistance
rating. Log Jam doesn’t just fill the gaps, it pro-
vides ultimate protection against the elements.

T

Over 1 mile of
Gaps this Wide?

Over 1 mile of
Gaps this Wide?

10300 E. 107th Place • Brighton, CO 80601
1-800-767-5656 • www. sashco.com

BRODA® finishes were developed by a loghome builder 

from Whistler, to deliver mountain- tough durability with 

easy maintenance. Visit our web site. Download 

our free spec guide for loghome builders and find 

out more about our water- borne natural oil finish, 

water- based acrylic clear- coats and urethanes. 

While you’re there, check our gallery to see how 

other builders have used BRODA®.  Because 

longer- lasting finishes are 

more fun for everyone. 

cbrproducts.com/rather be playing

FREE Spec Guide:  www.cbrproducts.com/ratherbeclimbing For samples, call toll- free: 
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Chisum Log Mill for sale: $250,000
Processes any type of logs into finished tongue 
and groove logs. A team of 3 people can easily 
process logs for the walls of a 1200 sq ft home 
in 2 work days. Delivery, installation and training 
available. Can be operated with a generator for 
remote locations.
Contact info@alphalog.ca for Specifications.

Dietrich's professional 3D CAD/CAM software
Includes latest version (8) with hardlock: D-CAM 
Module, DCAD 2D Module, Project Data
Paid $8000, asking $5000 obo
paul@ktloghomes.com or 613-227-4663

1999 Heartwood Band Sawmill Model 310 
Electric  Never been used; 6" Double-Cut 
(cutting travel speed up to 3 feet per second 
forward or reverse). Will require 600 Volt 3 
Phase Power or motor exchange. The only 
noticeable noise this mill makes is the actual 
blade cutting through wood. Eighty-eight feet 
of track; operator travels with mill head along 
track. Numerous track-mounted hydraulic 
log handing systems and full programmable 
computer controlled set works. (We purchased 
2 and only set one up for use.) Purchased in 
1999, replacement value of this unit today is 
over $130,000 Canadian. Asking $65,000.00 
Canadian, will require some site preparation and 
assembly. To compare this to any of the small 
bandsaws is like comparing a hi-way tractor/ 
trailer to a go-cart, this is a serious production 
mill. We often can go three weeks between 
bandsaw blade sharpenings! Please arrange 
for an appointment to see the twin unit in 
operation. Link to this model at Heartwood Saw: 
http://www.heartwoodsaw.com/Model_310.html
Email to info@moosemountain.com or phone 
toll free 1-877-932-3992 Lloyd Beckedorf, 
Moose Mountain Log Homes Inc.

Logworks Helper Pricing program specially 
written for fast and accurate takeoffs and 
quotes of log home shells. You can customize 
it for the pricing methods and preferences 
you currently use. Note: you must own a copy 
of Microsoft Excel® to run Logworks Helper. 
Developed by Dai Ona with help from John 
Boys. Contact Ann at the ILBA offices for sales 
and enquiries. CDN $500.

For Sale: Brand new Mackie Scriber. Retail 
value of $240 US. Will sell for $150 US. 
Email: logs@ncia.net or call Tom 603-482-3402.

Established fully equipped Log Home/ 
Sawmill manufacturing business available in 
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario.  Property includes 
three buildings on 12 acres. Contact Bridgetown 
Realty Inc., Brokerage, Terry Schug, sales 
representative, 705-949-8787.

Hop over to LogFrogs.com for log cleats and 
great log building tools, books and toys for 
builders and owners!  Get entered to win your 
free builder's pack of Log Frogs and a free one 
month's banner ad on our site! 
www.logfrogs.com

Experienced full-scribe log builder wanted for 
year round, full-time work. Big White Pine logs. 
Good working conditions, minimal travel, good 
pay and benefits. Rural and beautiful Northern 
Vermont near Connecticut River and White 
Mountains of New Hampshire. 3 hours from 
Boston, Montreal and coast of Maine. Outdoors 
oriented person with good woodworking and 
math skills. To apply send or email resume and 
references. The Wooden House Co., Ltd., 
3714 North Rd., S. Ryegate, Vermont to 
Newbury, Vermont 05051 Phone: 802-429-
2490 email: john@woodenhousecompany.com

Handcrafted Log & Timber Frame Builders 
Edgewood Log Structures, a successful 
Handcraft and Timber Frame company in Coeur 
d’Alene, is looking for both experienced and 
apprentice log and timber crafters. Wages are 
DOE. Full time positions available immediately.
Please send resumé to Edgewood Log Structures, 
P.O. Box 1030, Coeur d’Alene, ID 83816 or 
call 208-683-3332

Log Crafters Wanted Mid-level (3-5 years 
experience) or possibly builders capable of taking 
on a project with our crew or their crew.
While dual US & Canadian citizenship or Class 
1 truck driver's license would be a benefit, it is 
not necessary. Applicants must have Canadian 
citizenship or Landed Immigrant status. With 
Moose Mountain you will be involved in 
patented and warranted air and weather tight 
fully scribed joinery, exciting projects and the 
possibility of travel with a company that is over 
30 years in business. Earnings dependent on 
skill and experience and level of responsibility 
willing to take on please call to discuss. Call 
us toll free at 1-877-932-3992 or email info@
moosemountain.com.
 Did you know Environment Canada has 
determined that southwestern Alberta enjoys 
Canada's overall nicest climate and we are 
situated in the most moderate area of Alberta 
all with the Rocky Mountains at our doorstep. 
Alberta has one of the lowest costs of living plus 
the very lowest tax, what do you want your 
future to hold?
 To see the caliber of projects Moose Mountain 
builds, visit our photo gallery at: 
www.moosemountain.com

Log Builders and Timber Framers Wanted 
We need 4 to 5 log home builders and/or timber 
framers at our plant in Chilliwack, BC. We will be 
busy for the whole next year. Please contact us 
via email at cancedar@shaw.ca or phone 
604-836-8315 and ask for Gerhard.

Legendary Logcrafters Limited is a hand crafted 
log home producer in Collingwood Ontario. Due 
to a consistent annual growth, our company is 
adding multiple positions from apprenticeships 
to experienced log home builders. Legendary 
offers highly competitive wages and a very 
structured work environment. Please email 
resume to 
Legendary@legendarylog.com or fax 
705-444-6675 or call 705-444-0400

Experienced Log Builder Wanted for 
permanent full time position. Send resumes 
with references to danielalbert@coyoteloghomes.
ca or fax 613-756-6186. See our work at 
www.coyoteloghomes.ca

The Log Connection is currently seeking 
three to four highly motivated, enthusiastic 
individuals to become part of our design 
team. Two positions are available for drafters 
with a minimum of two years architectural 
CADD drafting. Two positions are available for 
accomplished drafters/designers with ability to 
complete highly detailed log home construction 
drawings within a specified time period is a 
definite asset. Duties will include the creation 
of working drawings for custom log homes 
based on preliminary designs, production 
design and detailing, shop drawings as well as 
modifications to existing designs. Scope of work 
may range from medium sized residential to 
large commercial projects. Preferred experience 
would include log home design/drafting. 
Provide resume and samples of past CADD 
work, attention to: Mr. Dave Sutton, The Log 
Connection, 129 Nanaimo Ave. West, Penticton, 
BC Canada V2A 1N2

Log Builder Wanted Log Home Builder career 
opportunity available with a progressive, quality 
oriented, full service log home company. 
Edmonton area, permanent full time, year round. 
1-2 years experience, must have own tools and 
transportation, wages are $18.00-$30.00/hr on 
piece work. Fax resume to 780-460-2584.

Daizen Joinery Ltd. is looking for full time, HSB 
CAD operator and K2 machine operator, timber 
frame production assistant. Please contact
Dai, 250-679-2750 or email dai@daizen.com

Big Foot Manufacturing Inc. in Tappen British 
Columbia is looking to hire a qualified Timber 
Framer with CNC experience. We are currently 
expanding our product lines now that we are 
entering the North American market. The ideal 
candidate will be a journeyman Timber Framer 
who has experience operating a Hundegger k2. 
This person will be responsible for processing 
and fitting final pieces and may be required to 
do some on-site erection. Please email resumés 
in confidence to: wayne@bigfoot-mfg.com
or deliver them in person to:
Big Foot Manufacturing
3380 Ford Road, Tappen B.C.

Nicola LogWorks  Log builder with timber 
frame experience or timber framer with log 
building experience to work in Merritt British 
Columbia. Scope of work includes layout and 
cutting skills in round log Post & Beam, Dovetail 
joinery, Timber frame and Scribed Joinery. 
Options for both temporary and permanent 
position(s). Please send resume to: John Boys, 
(john@logworks.ca) or fax 250 483-4045. Mail: 
Box 1027, Merritt BC Canada V1K 1B8. Phone: 
250-378-4977. References and resume required. 
Learn more about Nicola LogWorks: 
www.logworks.ca

F O R  S A L E H E L P  W A N T E D H E L P  W A N T E D
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PA DRAFTING & DESIGN 

e-mail:  PADnD@alltel.net 

WAYNE BRUNNER  

RIDGWAY, PA. 15853 

Tel :      814-772-9184 

   Custom Log Home Designs 
        Will travel to your job site             
             22 years of experience 

Support the advertisers who support Log Building News. It’s a win-win situation!

A Boys Big Book of Jigs
A Log Builder’s Reference to Jigs, Tools and Techniques

An informative book on jigs and work methods specifi c 
to our trade. Sections include: Scribing and Layout, 
Stairs and Railings, Cutting and Drilling, Stairs and Railings, 
Holding, Mills and Machines, Lifting, Work Methods, 
Accessing Heights, Resources, Cool Tools and New Stuff.
• Available to ILBA members only
• Convenient binder format allows additional 
 information to be inserted 
• Price $95.00 CAN plus shipping

To order, contact the ILBA offi ce at 1-800-532-2900 or 
250-547-8776 or email info@logassociation.org

ailings, 

tuff.

00 or 

JIG BOOK
- - - - 

ON SALE 
NOW!

Elevating the Design and  

Engineering of Timber Structures

Fire Tower Engineered Timber, Inc., 60 Valley Street, Unit 1, Providence, RI 02909
Phone: 401.654.4600 • Fax: 401.654.4602 •www.ftet.biz

Ben Brungraber, Ph.D., P.E. • ben@ftet.biz
   Mack Magee, M.S. • mack@ftet.biz

     Duncan McElroy, P.E. • duncan@ftet.biz
        Joe Miller, Ph.D., P.E. • joe@ftet.biz
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Confort Nature is looking for an experienced 
log builder who will be in charge of production. 
As a hands-on team leader, he will be responsible 
of log shell construction from blueprint reading 
to quality management. As a small company 
looking to develop and always get better, we will 
give a lot of place to your ideas and techniques.
We are located in Quebec, 100km north of 
Montreal, in the beautiful region of Lanaudière, 
next to Saint-Donat and Mont-Tremblant 
Park, nearby lakes and mountains. Let's build 
something together! Please contact us via email 
at info@confortnature.com or phone
1-877-424-3525.

John Devries Log Homes, a small upscale 
company operating in Rural Eastern Ontario 
since 1976 seeks an experienced log crafter 
preferably with hands on supervisory experience 
that can read plans and manage projects.  We 
foster a dynamic, creative, solution oriented 
work environment that emphasizes quality while 
attempting not to sacrifice productivity (that 
elusive log builder’s Holy Grail) in a structured 
but fun atmosphere. (At least we think its fun) It 
would be helpful (but not required) if applicant 
has timber framing experience as well.  Salary 
dependent on experience.  Plenty of lakes, great 
fishing, hunting and other outdoor recreation.  
2 hours to Toronto or Ottawa (for some serious 
city fun) Call to Martin or Martin to discuss at 
613-478-6830 or e-mail info@jdvloghomes.com 

TRAVELING TIMBERWRIGHT  Professional 
Finish Carpenter for Scribe Fit and Post & Beam 
structures. 30 years accomplished tradesman in 
this field. Mobile, with extensive selection of 
tools. Honest and Reliable. Contact:
RALPH CLEGG (604) 740-2404 • BC. Canada

FraserWood is a pioneering, full-service provider 
of innovative timber products and services 
committed to extending the reach of natural 
timbers in built environments.

FraserWood Industries Mack Magee
PO Box 175, Garibaldi Highlands BC V0N 1T0
tel: 888-898-1385 x 210 • fax: 604-898-1384
email: mmagee@fraserwoodindustries.com
www.fraserwoodindustries.com

Fire Tower, licensed in 23 states and bringing a 
modern perspective to time-honored craft, is an 
enterprising firm specializing in the engineering
and design of new and existing log and timber 
structures.
Fire Tower Engineered Timber, Inc.
Ben Brungraber, PhD, PE / Mack Magee
60 Valley St., Unite 1, Providence RI 02909
phone: 401-654-4600 • fax: 401-654-4602
email: ben@ftet.biz / mack@ftet.biz
www.ftet.biz

Good Shepherd Wool Insulation News.
We welcome anyone to come visit our new 
business in Interlaken, NY or call at 607-330-
1198. We still operate as Good Shepherd Wool 
Insulation (www.goodshepherdwool.com) but 
with a new LLC suffix. In addition, my wife owns 
a Bed & Breakfast you may wish to stay at while 
here see www.glassmagnolia.com, and I brought 
down my herd of Tennessee Walking Horses and 
am giving Instructional Trail Rides in the only 
National Forest in NY state which has 16,000 
acres and is 5 minutes away. This is the only herd 
in the world of 5 or more where every horse does 
the running walk! Show people have bred it out 
of them to get a showier gait. Stan

On the 6th of November Estonian 
Woodhouse Association launched a new 
portal on Estonian wooden houses. The main 
goal of the portal is to raise the awareness 
of people on the excellence and essence of 
wooden houses and on the production of 
wooden houses in Estonia. Estonian wooden 
house is a internationally competitive product 
with high quality, of which approximately 
80% are exported. Centuries long traditions, 
nature-friendliness and contemporary solutions 
are the key aspects that characterize an Estonian 
wooden house. Estonian wooden houses 
portal is also the new web page for Estonian 
Woodhouse Association – the profiles, contact 
details and product description of our member 
companies are also available. At the present 
time the web page is in Estonian and in English 
– it is planned to add additional languages and 
information in the near future. The portal is 
available from the addresses: woodhouse.ee 
and puitmajaliit.ee.

Whitehaven Wood Products Have an 
Exciting Product. Make your SOFFITS a proud 
architectural detail with Handcrafted continuous 
wooden soffit vents from Whitehaven Wood 
Products.  Easy installation, Labour saving, 
Quality finished look. See us at www.soffitvents.ca 
or 250-803-4616   

Brian Lloyd Construction Consulting
• Industry Consulting
• Building Inspection
• Expert Witness
• Conflict Resolution
Vernon, BC. Tel/Fax 250-549-3545 
email bg_Lloyd@hotmail.com

Hand scribed Log Home Projects CD 
DRAWING DREAMS - a selection of 24 log home 
projects. My first 24- a CD Of 24 log homes. 
$19.99 tax and postage Included. 
Call 1-877-832-0165.
www.rsmdrafting.com

Ed Shure and Architect Paul Froncek have 
teamed up to provide you and your clients with 
beautiful designs that begin with a structural 
sensibility. Our 23-year professional relationship 
enables us to provide site specific design, as 
well as coordination with timber craftsmen, 
contractors, engineers & building officials to 
insure a seamless (and mostly painless) process. 
We have the experience to create log & timber 
designs that you will love to build. 
Full 3D drawing capability, including:
– walk through presentation
– permit & construction drawings
– shop drawings for hand or machine cutting
– steel & hardware design
– structural analysis 
For more info contact:
Ed Shure at Timmerhus Inc.
303-449-1336 or ed@timmerhusinc.com

David Hourdequin, PE, owner of D. Remy & 
Co. is our first “engineering” member located 
east of the Mississippi offering heavy timber and 
log system structural design services. His office 
is centrally located in western North Carolina. 
He is licensed through the mid-Atlantic and 
Southeastern US (see his membership listing 
under “engineers”). David is an active member 
of The Timber Frame Guild and their Timber 
Frame Engineering Council. He serves on the 
Technical Activities Committee which is currently 
in the process of getting the new design standard 
“TFEC 1-07 Standard for Design of Timber Frame 
Structures and Commentary” adopted and 
incorporated into the NF&PA National Design 
Specifications. He especially enjoys working on 
complex and difficult projects of “high intensity 
and short duration.” His hobbies are astronomy, 
amateur telescope making, and adventure 
motorcycling around the mountains of the 
southeast. To learn more about David, check out 
his website at www.dremy.com.

Drafting and Design Services - RSM Drafting 
Services Ltd. is a freelance drafting and design 
service that specializes in log and timber frame
buildings. We have been "Drawing Dreams" since 
1977. We have a CD of 24 log homes available 
for $19.99 all taxes and shipping included. 
Contact Bob at www.rsmdrafting.com Also email 
bob.rsmdrafting@telus.net or call 1-877-832-
0165 toll free " Ask me
first" Building design consultants

New ownership, new instructor, new outlook 
The Pat Wolfe Log Building School has recently 
transferred ownership. Pat Wolfe’s former 
assistant instructor, Brian Morrison, is now 
instructing 1-, 4- and 10-week courses in both 
the spring and fall. Maintaining the school’s 
traditional methods of log home construction, 
Brian Morrison brings a new approach to the 
quality of homes created and the professional 
education delivered. Find out more about Brian 
and the Pat Wolfe Log Building School online at 
www.logbuildingschool.net.

Robert Chambers teaches a two hands on
courses in log construction spring 2011 in 
Alaska. Introductory 2-weeks, University of 
Alaska,  contact Valerie Barber, 
vabarber@alaska.edu 
Advanced roof trusses and more, July near 
Valdez. Contact Robert about this one. 

S E R V I C E S

T R A I N I N G

H E L P  W A N T E D

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

WO R K  W A N T E D

S E R V I C E S
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Sales: Mack Magee (401) 489-4567
Manufacturing: 39500 Government Road, Squamish, BC Canada V8B 0B3

Toll Free:

An innovative, full-service provider 
of timber products and services.

Call us today to make FraserWood part of your team.

Support the advertisers who support Log Building News. It’s a win-win situation!

Summer Beam Books
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specializing in timber framing 

and related topics

2299 Rte 488

Clifton Springs, NY 14432

toll free 877-272-1987

315-462-3444

Charlotte Cooper, owner

Learn about timber framing

 Experience the joy of building 
 community through craft

Timber Framers Guild

 education • inspiration 

 888-453-0879
 www.TFGUILD.ORG

contact mel@waysideprinters.com
tel 250.545.2341
toll free in BC 1.800.663.6432

Proud to serve the ILBA

LOG BUILDING TOOLS
STARRETT & MACKIE scribers; heavy duty drawknives up to 30"; peeling spuds; 
chopping & fi nishing axes; broadaxes; adzes; GRANSFORS axes; ENGLISH slicks; 
ROBERT SORBY, HENRY TAYLOR, FOOT PRINT & PHEIL chisels and gouges; 
JAPANESE slicks, chisels, saws, ink lines & fl ex squares; hand-forged Flarens, 
shovel gouges, fl at & scarf slicks, drawknives & draw-gouges; BARR Specialty 
Tools; peavies; cant hooks; lifting tongs; log dogs & cleats; log horses; water 
stones; Diamond whetstones; NORTHWEST calipers, tenon cutters & long auger 
bits; ship augers; chainsaw mills & attachments; MAKITA & MAFELL planers, saws 
& chain mortisers; MACKIE log building books & videos. 

MAGARD VENTURES LTD.  Attn: Maurice Gardy
8365 Domagala Road, Prince George, BC, Canada V2K 5R1
Tel: 250-962-9057  Fax: 250-962-9157 
magardlogtools@telus.net  www.logbuildingtools.ca  

FREE 
32-page 

catalogue
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How to Get Log Building News
Log Building News is mailed to all ILBA 
members. Articles, photos and letters are 
welcomed. The deadline for LBN 72 is 
May 1st, 2011.

If you submit articles in Microsoft Word® 
on CD or by email, send them directly to 
the ILBA office.

Back issues of Log Building News are 
available from the Association office. 
Call 800-532-2900 to order.

Copyright Notice
Log Building News is copyrighted in Canada 
and the United States. Express written 
permission is required from the ILBA and, 
in some cases, from the author, before 
any article or photo can be photocopied, 
distributed or republished. Contact the 
ILBA office for details.

Disclaimer
The views and information expressed in 
articles and ads appearing in Log Building 
News are those of the authors of those 
articles and ads. The International Log 
Builders’ Association assumes no responsi-
bility for the accuracy of the information 
contained herein and does not edit or 
investigate any article or ad for that 
purpose.

Log Building Standards
The ILBA Log Building Standards are 
available online at the ILBA website, 
www.logassociation.org and can be 
downloaded to your computer at no 
charge as an Adobe Acrobat PDF file.

Advertising
Log Building News welcomes advertisers. 
Please contact the ILBA office for deadlines.

Log Building News is a great way to contact 
the best log home builders. The ILBA is the 
largest group of builders of handcrafted 
log homes in the world — our members 
make well over $250 million of logwork 
each year. Please contact the office at 
1-800-532-2900 for an advertising 
specification sheet and ad rates.

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N

 Ann Miks, Administrator

ann@logassociation.org

International Log Builders’ Association

P.O. Box 775

Lumby, British Columbia

Canada V0E 2G0 

800-532-2900 toll-free

250-547-8776 phone

250-547-8775 fax

www.logassociation.org

2011 ILBA Board of Directors
President
Higgs Murphy
Email: logdoggies@yahoo.com

Vice-President
Earl Laverty
Email: earl@lavertyloghomes.com

Treasurer
Kevin Maynard
Email: kevin@openhearth.us

Clerk
Daniel Wait
Email: dan@fbiloghomes.com

Directors
Robert W. Chambers
Email: robert@logbuilding.org

Ron Brodigan
Email: courses@schooloflogbuilding.com

Konrad Gallei
Email: konrad@gallei.de

Glen Jackson
Email: info@logandtimbertraining.com

Past President
Ron Brodigan
Email: courses@schooloflogbuilding.com

Log Building News

now in 

Full Color
Download the 

current issue at the
ILBA website:

www.logassociation.org

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S

FREE Log Selection Calculator Go to 
www.LogBuilding.org and then click on “Free 
Information.” From that page choose the log 
selection calculator and download it to your 
computer. Requires Excel software to open and 
use this file. It gives you T-1, T-2, B-1 and B-2 for 
any set of logs. 

Great Lakes School of Log Building in 
northeastern Minnesota has openings for 10-
day residential owner-builder courses Spring / 
Summer 2011. Teaching is consistent with new 
ILBA Effective Practices and Methods.  Visit www.
schooloflogbuilding.com
or phone 218.365.2126.

E V E N T ST R A I N I N G

2011 ILBA AGM and Conference
April 14 to 17, 2011 at White Oaks Resort and 
Spa, Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario. Contact Ann 
at the ILBA office for more information.
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Advertisers in This Issue
BC Log & Timber Industry. . . . . . . . . . . . .15

CBR Products. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17

Dietrich’s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19

Emseal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23

Fire Tower Engineered Timber Inc.  . . . . . .19

Fraser Wood Industries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21

Foard Insulated Panels. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13

Good Shepherd Wool Insulation . . . . . . . .21
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Hermann's Timber-Frame Homes  . . . . . . .15
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Lignomat USA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9

Log Home Store  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21

Magard Ventures Ltd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21

Manitowac  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
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Perma-Chink Systems Inc. . . . . . . . . .  17, 19
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Streamline Design . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19
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Timber Framers Guild  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21
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Wayside Printers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21

Woodlandia. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11

Joining the ILBA
Membership in the International Log Builders’ 
Association is open to any interested person. 
Members get a copy of the ILBA Log Building 
Standards, one year of Log Building News, 
membership certificate, voting privileges, discounted 
conference registration, a listing in the Annual 
Directory, a copy of the Association Constitution 
and Bylaws, use of computerized help wanted and 
work wanted ads, and all ILBA mailings and notices. 
Company memberships have additional benefits. 
The ILBA accepts Visa or MasterCard. For more 
information on dues and member benefits, please 
call the ILBA office at 800-532-2900.

       I N  O U R  N E X T  I S S U E

Coming up in Log Building News 73 — 

• Niagara Conference reports

• ICC Update

• More Tech Talk

SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES TODAY – WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!




