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Infrared Video Camera Identifies  
Thermal Leaks in Log Homes
By Brian Sanjenko

When I made the decision to invest in a Forward 
Looking Infrared (FLIR) Camera for my home-
inspection business, I had no idea that the first 
disaster I would prevent was in my own house. The 
camera indicated a hot spot in the circuit breaker box. 
Subsequent repairs by an electrician prevented what 
could have been an electrical fire.  

The technology behind the FLIR camera was once 
top-secret, but it’s now being widely used in a variety 
of fields, from electric utilities scanning for ‘hot spots’ 
like overheating circuits and cables, to the construction 
industry, mechanical, and medical fields.

The camera finds cold spots as well as hot, and 
can indicate home issues such as water damage, 
insect infestations, electrical problems, and cold 
air infiltration. The infrared photos provide a 
comprehensive map of leaks, not just spot by spot 
indications (like smoke pencils) or overall performance 
(like blower door testing). A comprehensive energy 
inspection would use a blower door in conjunction 
with the FLIR camera.

The camera assists in the early detection of hidden 
water damage. By the time visible staining happens, 
along the walls or ceiling, the hidden damage can 
be substantial. Thermal imaging can even “see” the 
damage caused by water, namely mold and decay.  

Home inspectors do not usually remove trim or 
wall panels, so problems like insect infestations can be 
missed. Thermal imaging can detect the heat created 
by large groups of insects. 

Cold air infiltration has numerous causes — 
ineffective sealing, caulking, flashing, log twisting, 
notch shrinkage, or lack of insulation. In some house 
inspections, I have uncovered issues like completely 
missing insulation in walls and ceilings, windows 
improperly sealed, and gaps in exterior materials.

One recent log home inspection identified several 
problem areas — in particular, cold air leakage where 
the ceiling meets the top of the log walls. The dark 

areas in the photos indicate cold temperatures and 
lighter areas are warm (in the color edition of LBN 67, 
purple indicates cold and yellow is warmer). 

Other areas that are not adequately sealed include 
where purlins and ridge extend through the gable 
end, vertical log posts in walls, log joinery — corner 
notches and grooves, and checks in logs. 

Brian Sanjenko, Interior Home Inspections  
Email: homeinsp@shaw.ca Phone: 250-309-0185  
For more info: www.flir.ca

Examples of cold air infiltration where walls and ceiling 
meet.
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MISSION STATEMENT
This association is a non-profit 

organization comprised of log crafters and 
affiliated members from many countries. 

We are dedicated to the education of 
both our members and the public. 
Our association has a mandate to 

research, develop and share techniques 
relevant to the construction of superior 

handcrafted log buildings.

Log Builder Survey 
An opportunity to advance knowledge and awareness in  
North American log building

Jim Peters’ survey of handcraft log builders will soon be online, and ILBA members 
are encouraged to participate. A paper version of the survey can be obtained by 
contacting Jim (at 1-860-429-4502 or jspeters@nrc.umass.edu). 

The survey is part of Jim’s Ph.D. dissertation research. As explained at the 2008 ILBA 
annual meeting at Whitefish, the survey results will be used to develop information 
about geographic regions of log building in North America. 

Jim’s preliminary results suggest that today’s industrial log building regions are not 
much changed from the handcraft log building regions established by the early 1700s 
when European log building methods first spread into the forests of North America: 
Upland South (USA), Lowland South (USA), Upland North-English speaking (CAN/
USA), Upland North-French speaking (CAN), Great Lakes Basin (CAN/USA), Rocky 
Mountains (CAN/USA), Pacific Northwest (CAN/USA). 

The current research is expected to modify or validate the preliminary findings, 
extend the analysis to look at today’s handcraft log building, and to describe regional 
differences in log builder traditions, views, methods, and products.

This is an opportunity to advance knowledge and awareness of North American 
log building — a goal is that is strongly shared by the ILBA. If large numbers of ILBA 
members fill out the survey, then Jim will present his findings at a future ILBA annual 
meeting.

Each of the three sections of the survey will take about 20 minutes to fill out, but 
more time will be needed if you give detailed answers. All responses are completely 
confidential. Ed Shure and Robert Chambers have reviewed the survey. 
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ILBA Board News
Three Board of Directors positions have been filled by acclamation; there were 
three nominations received for the three available positions, meaning that no 
election was required. We congratulate Konrad Gallei, Glen Jackson and Dan 
Wait, and welcome them as our new Board members. All three have strong 
commitments to log home education.

Konrad Gallei operates the German School of Log Building, and also 
teaches log building in Austria for the European Union. In the 1970s he was 
an Arctic explorer, and with his brother he produced a film that won awards 
in Germany. He is the author of 14 books, including the best-seller called 
Blockhaus – Leben, which translated to English, is Log Cabin – Life. In 1981 he 
was a student of Del Radomske’s at the Mackie School.

Dan Wait helped his father, Jerry, construct his dream log home in the 
early ’80s. Frontier Builders, Inc. was formed in 1986. Dan attended the 
International Log Conference in 1993 at Yellowstone and was in awe. 
Dan says, “I came home, excited to try some of the new things I had 
learned.” Dan would like to see the ILBA move forward in education and 
experimentation.

Glen Jackson has been involved in the log building Industry since 1982, 
working his way through the ranks. He formed Mara Mountain Log Homes, 
and later helped establish the BC Log & Timber Association. In 2008 Glen 
founded Mara Mountain Log & Timber Training Facility to provide the trade 
with more skilled builders.

We express our gratitude to Ed Shure and John Boys, whose Board terms 
have come to an end. Their positive attitudes, dedication and commitment to 
the ILBA are greatly appreciated. 

Konrad Gallei

Glen Jackson

Dan Wait
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CONfErENCE  
2009

International Log Builders’ 
Association 

 &   
Great Lakes Log Crafters 

Association

JOINT CONFERENCE

May 7 to 9, �009
Telemark Resort, Cable, Wisconsin

Change in the Wind – Conference 2009
Location: Cable, Wisconsin
Dates: May 7th – 9th 2009
Venue: The Telemark Resort 
It’s time to start making your plans for the up-coming ILBA 
Conference. This year we decided to shake things up and added a 
twist to our annual gathering – so for those of you who may have 
taken note of the announcement of our meeting dates and location 
that we published in the ILBA directory – things have changed!

The ILBA conference was originally planned to be in the Great 
Lakes area, and coincided closely with the timing of the Great Lakes 
Log Crafters Annual Bash, so we were delighted when the Great Lakes 
Log Crafters Association (GLLCA) suggested we join them!

Our destination is in the heart of the region, and is rich with the 
traditions of log building. Northern Wisconsin, from Cable to Oulu to 
Duluth has hundreds of historic log homes, barns, and saunas built 
by the Finnish people who settled the area. And it’s very high-quality, 
full-scribe-fit construction.

You can look forward to a relaxed grass-roots gathering with 
comfortable accommodations at the Telemark Resort. Consider 
coming early for the pre-conference Crane Safety Course, and start 
practicing now for the Log Builder Games. Conference updates and 
activities will be forwarded to you by e-mail, and posted on the ILBA 
website.

Take advantage of the location and timing of this year’s AGM and 
Conference – local activities include fishing, hiking, biking, and golf. 



LogBuildingNewsNumber 67 �

above Telemark Resort main lodge and Cable, Wisconsin location map

There are hundreds of lakes in this holiday area. You can also rent 
kayaks and canoes, or take guided expeditions. 

To learn more about our destination: www.telemarkresort.com 
and www.cable4fun.com

To get to the 
Telemark Resort, fly 
to Duluth “DLH” 
(then a 1.5 hour 
drive), or  
Minneapolis “MSP” 
(then a 3.5 hour 
drive),  
or Thunder Bay,  
Ontario “YQT” (then  
a 5.5 hour drive). 
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Log Palace Construction Near Moscow
Logwork in Russia continues to impress us. These photos came from Nikita 
Crow, who says this is being built in the Museum of Wooden Architecture 
— Kolomenskoe Manor. Originally this was the 250-room palace (with 
3000 windows made of mica) of Tsar Aleksey. Built in 1667, it was later 
destroyed. At the time of its construction it was called the "Eighth wonder of 
the world." A small scale model survived, and now a replica is being built at 
the urging of the mayor of Moscow.
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hat’s right. The average 2,200 sq. ft. home has over 5280 feet
of log joint exposed to the elements. Don’t take a chance keep-

ing out the invasive power of Mother Nature—join the thousands of
homeowners who have sealed their home with Log Jam chinking.  

When other chinking pulls away Log Jam holds its seal.

Since its introduction in 1985, Log Jam
chinking has been the recognized industry stan-
dard in elasticity, adhesion, and durability. It is
also the only chinking to hold a UL fire resistance
rating. Log Jam doesn’t just fill the gaps, it pro-
vides ultimate protection against the elements.

T

Over 1 mile of
Gaps this Wide?

Over 1 mile of
Gaps this Wide?

10300 E. 107th Place • Brighton, CO 80601
1-800-767-5656 • www. sashco.com
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This fall I have been building a timber 
frame porch roof to protect my front 
door from the weather, which for us in 
Northwest Washington means rain and, 
well, more rain. As part of this project 
I wanted to support two of the wood 
columns on stones that were unearthed 
during excavation. 

The stones were part of the front stoop 

concrete pour. The Douglas fir timbers 
were sawn from a friend’s land, and have 
been drying for several years. Since I 
was working alone, I did not want to lift, 
balance and support the columns on the 
stones in order to scribe them, so I used a 
cardboard template to stand in for each of 
the actual columns. This series of photos 
show the steps. 

Template “Scribing”
By Tom Hahney

Fig 2

Fig 4

Figure 1 
One of the stones at a column’s base.

Figure 2 
Make a cardboard template that matches 
the dimensions of the actual wood column, 
and positioned it accurately on top of the 
stone.

Figure 3 
The sides and visible front of the template is 
scribed to match the shape of the stone.

Figure 4 
Because a part of the column is tucked 
inside the wall it was not possible to use 
scribers to mark this portion of the template 
so a Curv-O-Mark tool (Vitrex No. 1030) 
was used to “trace” this portion of the 
stone. 

Figure 5 
I removed the cardboard template from the 
stone, cut it open, and laid it flat. The part 
of the line that is inside the wall surface 
was drawn by tracing the Curv-O-Mark tool 
onto to the cardboard.

Figure 6 
Cut the template along the scribe line.

Fig 5

Fig 6

Fig 3

Fig 1
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Figure 7 
Wrap the template around the actual wood 
column, and trace the template onto the 
column. Score the line with a sharp chisel. 

Figure 8 
Remove most of the wood with a chainsaw. 

Figure 9 
The chainsaw cut left some high spots. I used 
a paint brush to dust the stone with chalk, 
and then placed the column on the stone and 
bumped it up and down a few times.

Figure 10 
Two blue spots told the story, and these were 
honed down with the saw.

Figure 11 
The finished work.

Fig 7

Fig 8

Fig 9

Fig 10

Fig 11

Get  this issue in  
Full Color!
Download it at  

www.logassociation.org
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TechTalk
 T I p s  a n d  T o o l s

Belt Sander
By Robèrt Savignac

Makita belt sander (Model 9032, 
3/8" X 21", less than USD $250) is a 
great way to “clean the line.”  
I have used it only on Hemlock  
and Western Red Cedar so far. The 
80 grit belts give you an incredible 
amount of speed and the accuracy 
is wonderful. This beats out any 
circular-type grinding apparatus 
that I’ve used by a country mile.  
I am going to ask Makita to make 
this thing into a cordless model! 

• Belt Sander “cleans the line”

• Orbital Sander Sharpening Tip

• Saw base for Makita by Lon Tyler

• Cutting Bench Legs
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Saw-base for Makita
By John Boys

Makita has been promising a decent 
base for their 10" and 16" circular saws 
for seven years now. (The UK-built 240v 
model has a great base and has been 
available for more than 10 years.) We 
got the prototype 10" last year – but I 
had to fail it out of the box. So, I gave up 
waiting, and bought three bases made 
by Lon Tyler (www.lontyler.com) based 
on Phil Bjork’s design. This is a great 
upgrade! 

random  
Sharpening Tip
By John Boys

A random-orbital sander makes a 
great onsite tool grinder. The control is 
surprisingly good, and the tool stays cool. 
Just remember to remove the dust bag.
I cannot remember who suggested this 
to me a couple of years ago; I suspect it 
was Jeff Pedersen (my apologies if it was 
someone else). Not sure why it took me 
two years to try it. 

Want more  
Tech Tips?

Come to the 2009 ILBA 
& Great Lakes Log 

Crafters Association

JOINT CONFERENCE

May 7 to 9, �009

Telemark Resort,  
Cable, WisconsinIf you have a bandsaw mill, then here is a quick way to cut the legs off a bench at the same 

length. —John Boys
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After 32 years teaching log building, Pat Wolfe watched as the 
last log on the last student building was placed on the last truck 
to leave his yard. “I had tears in my eyes as that truck pulled 
away,” Pat admits. “And saying goodbye to my final class was 
even harder.”

The Pat Wolfe Log Building School has been passed on to 
former student, Brian Morrison. “I will be working closely with 
Brian on a part-time basis while he gets established,” Pat says, 
“but basically I’m moving into retirement.”

Over the years Pat has started thousands of log builders. “Every 
one had something to teach me,” he contends. “They learn log 
building, and I learn about their countries, their cultures and 
values.”

On the wall of Pat’s classroom hangs a large map of the 
world and the front of his desk is still a mass of flags, each 
representing a home country of a student. More interesting are 
the flags from Hong Kong, the Czech Republic, Korea, Brazil and 
Columbia. “Our Columbian student arrived with a pocket full of 
emeralds,” Pat remembers, “and asked my wife to pick two she 
liked. The matched stones made beautiful earrings, but I always 
wondered...” 

Not only were numerous countries represented by students 
over the years, but as many walks of life. “I would be hard-

pressed to think of a profession we didn’t see here,” Pat says. 
“We’ve had our share of casino croupiers, medical doctors, 
PhD’s, farmers, a large contingent of firefighters, police and the 
military, pilots, the list goes on. Our youngest student was 17 
and our oldest was in his late 70s.”

Pat recalls one particular group of three middle-aged Danish 
students. Only at the end of their course did they reveal they 
were professors from a Technical College and had come see if 
they could replicate Pat’s methods in Denmark. They presented 
Pat with a special belt buckle, given as an award to the top 
student at their college each year. “I really treasure that buckle,” 
he says.

What all log building students have in common, Pat believes, 
is a love of working with their hands and a love of the natural 
world.

The classroom was in his timber-framed house in rural Ontario, 
powered by wind and sun in the middle of 100 acres, at the 
end of a mile-long lane. Deer, wolves, bear and many other wild 
animals regularly make their appearance. “Brian will continue 
the school in an equally wonderful spot by a lake, deep in the 
woods. When students come from other countries, we show 
them the Canada they expect.” 

Over the years Pat has given much thought to log building. 

Wolfe School Under New Ownership
By Jane Wolfe
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Order Now 
fromILBA!

ILBA 

Conference Special

10%off

JUST $27.50 CDN

+ shipping & applicable taxes 

JUST

$ 30CDN EACH

+ $5.95 CDN 

shipping & handling

www.gearheadlogscriber.com
gearhead@upnorth.net

Pat brought log building into the mainstream housing market 
in 1975 with his double-bubble scriber, which allowed a more 
finished product. He also invented a device for moving logs easily, 
and shared the plans for it through an article in “The Small Farmers 
Journal” many years ago. He still gets the occasional letter asking 
for more details.

Stack-Scribing

Other builders “might want to try stack-scribing trusses together,” 
Pat explains. “In 1982 I had a contract to build some fancy trusses 
for a church. Each truss consisted of nine pieces, two rafters 

mortised and 
tenoned to two 
posts, two knee 
braces mortised 
and tenoned into 
the posts and the 
rafters, and two 
struts that ran from  
the lower portion 
of the rafters just 
above the knee

...continued overStack-scribing a truss.
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braces, and crossed each other, crossed a collar tie and were then 
mortised and tenoned into the upper portion of the other rafters. 
There was also a collar tie connecting the rafters together. It had 
two struts half-lapped through it. Overall, there were sixteen 
connecting joints in each truss.

“The span measurements had to be exact. The Douglas fir 
timber was not true in dimension , and was twisted. I tried 
precutting a few joints and because of the poor timber, the 
results were not good unless I resized every joint. This meant a 
lot of extra work. 

“I ended up scribing all the joints at the same time using 
different scriber settings. Then all I had to do was cut the joints 
and put the whole truss together just one time. The result 
was amazing. Every joint was perfectly tight and the span 
measurement right on.”

“I started by cutting the right slope on to the rafter tops. I 
made sure the joint was a good fit when the bottom of the 
rafters were at the correct span measurement. The rafters were 
leveled while resting on skids (the most important step in 
scribing trusses together is to level each member) and bolted 
together at the tops. Every member of the truss must have centre 
lines on it. At each joint, I lay out the tenons by using the centre 
lines as the centres of my tenons. The shoulders and mortises are 
scribed.

“After the rafters are set, I stack the collar tie in position onto 
the rafters. The first strut goes on top of the collar tie and the 
second strut on top of the first. Make sure each member is level 
by keeping the centre line measurements at each end the same. 
The next step is to place the posts on top of the rafters, and then 
the knee braces on top of the posts. Each joint has its own scriber 
setting. The scriber setting is the distance between the two 
centre lines. On a normal king post truss, there are four different 
scriber settings.”

Pat says that since 1982 he has stack-scribed several hundred 
trusses, in fact every truss he’s built. “It’s an idea others could 
benefit from.” 

What would Pat do differently if he was starting his career over 
again? “I should have patented my scriber,” he says regretfully, 
“but I just didn’t have the money at the time.” He also wishes 
he’d written a book on log building. “A primer, something basic 
that people could use to follow step by step and build from. It 
would have been a help as a teaching tool,” he feels. But he’s 
quick to add that the notes students leave the course with and 
the hundreds of pictures they take during their ten weeks are a 
big help to them. “They call or email me if they forget something 
or get into a tight spot, and I can usually help,” he laughs. “They 
do keep in touch.”

The Pat Wolfe Log Building School changed ownership in 
January 2008. “I’m happy Brian is continuing the school with the 
same curriculum and methods I’ve perfected over the years,” Pat 

says. “Brian was my student and has worked with me now for 
the past two years. He’ll do a great job and I know he will enjoy 
the company of new log builders as much as I have. I’ve been 
privileged to enjoy my job so much.”

Pat says he’s planning to spend more time with his wife and 
grand-daughters, his Fjord horses, and his work as an evaluator 
for the Fjord breed. He hopes to keep his hand in log building as 
a consultant.  

West Chesterfi eld, NH  •  www.foardpanel.com
1-800-644-8885

Roof Systems  •  Dormers  •  Pre-Cuts 

Fast  •  Aff ordable  •  Energy-Effi  cient 
I N S U L AT E D  PA N E L S

2003 class photo

Get  this issue in Full Color!
Download at www.logassociation.org
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TimberTools.com
Your source for quality tools and service

•	 Timber Tool Forge	–	Hand	forged:	chisels,	scarf	slicks,	
spuds,	draw	knives,	Lassiter	tools	and	more

•	 Belgian	garnet	sharpening	stones
•	 SwissPro/HEMA	–	Mortisers,	slotters,	guide	tracks,	drill	

guides,	circular	saws,	skew	notchers	&	tenon	cutters,	
portable	planers,	chain	beam	saws,	portable	band	saws

•	 Serra Saw Mills	–	wide	blade	technology,	electric	drive,	
perfect	production	saw	for	logs	up	to	3'	-	5'-4"

•	 REX / Mida	–	4-sided	planers,	moulders	for	reliable	
continuous	operation

•	 CNC joinery and log milling machines	–	Essetre/Krusi		
•	 Land Ark – All natural wood finish, also exterior, soft wax 

for	end	grain	or	polish.	Reduces	checking.
•	 Double-cut auger bits	–	Cleanest	cut,	easily	powered:	

18"	or	24"	long.	3/8"	to	1-1/2"	wide
•	 Zentra	–	Drilling	system	with	centering	points,	from	5/16"	

to	8",	most	materials:	man-made	or	timber

Tel:	1-800-350-8176

ATLANTIC WHITE 
CEDAr LOGS 

High quality, rare Atlantic white cedar 
logs are now available in the mid-Atlantic 
region. This species resists decay better 
than more common cedar and is of the 

highest rank of termite resistance. Straight 
and naturally durable. 

We are seeking a long term relationship 
with a log home builder or log buyer.  

note: This is not northern white cedar. 
ACW is in the same family as Alaska 

yellow cedar. 

Contact: Forester, Bob Williams  
TEL 856-307-7800, ext 111 

CELL 609-221-0211  
EMAIL bob@landdimensions.com

Silver Park 
Update
Jennifer Anthony writes that the 
structures are up at Silver Park in 
Missoula, Montana (see LBN 65, 
page 17). A slideshow of  
spectacular images by Krista Miller 
Larson that shows the progress  
of this successful Timber Framers  
Guild project can be seen at  
www.montanaphotojournalist.com. 
At the right is the Stahlecker design,  
built using logs in the round. 
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When I read most books, I stop half way through and go on to 
another book. 

Of the many books I own, there are several that I have read 
more than twice. I feel so lucky to have met these books that I 
share them with people I like. I have never been able to read an 
English book from beginning to end, so let me introduce one 
that is so good that I forget to sleep when I am reading it.

This book was published in 1990 — at the time that the Los 
Angeles County Museum of Art exhibited the work of ten wood 
sculptors from Japan. If you have an opportunity to flip through 
it, I guarantee you will stop at page 56 and forget to breathe. 

On page 56 is a Hinoki cypress log bent into almost a circle. 
Wow! It looks amazing, that is my first impression. Then you start 
to see it in detail. The bark is on the log, and there is no damage. 
How did he bend it? Perhaps it was cut up in chunks, or sliced 
and glued, and so on. But then, when you read the description of 
this sculpture, it says the log is 3-feet in diameter and 90 inches 
tall. No way.

Chuji Fujii, is the sculptor’s name, I had to see him. I searched 
for him on the web but nothing came up. I phoned several 
museums in Japan and had no luck. Two months later, I got a call 
back that they found a museum that had displayed his art a long 
time ago. I wrote a nice and gentle letter to the artist to say that 
I was coming to see him, but all that was in my head was ‘how 
can I find out the methods he used, but not make him think that 
is why I am coming?’ Not possible, I am sure he knew why I was 
coming a long way from Canada.

Seven months later, when I was in Japan, I went to see him. 
His house is in Nara — deep in the woods. Nara is an old, small 
village in Japan that has kept joining to bigger villages nearby. So 
the address I had did not mean much on a map. I had to go to 
where I thought his place might be and then I started to ask. It 
only took a few hours of asking to find it, it may take you a week 
if you don’t know Japanese.

His house was on top of mountain in a place call “Iga.” 
Everyone who grew up in Japan, knows that Iga is a village where 
Ninja were trained. For example, a Ninja started training by 
jumping over a tree when it was small, and then kept jumping 
over the same tree for ten years. 

The road to his house is just big enough for driving a van. I 
heard that the longest log he can bring to his shop is 5 meters 
(about 16-feet). 

When I arrived, I introduced myself and start talking about his 
art. He showed me some of his bent-tree sculptures, but I really 
wanted to see his shop. “Oh really, that is amazing,” I said, “by 
the way, what do you have in your shop?” “Nothing, but nice 
try,” he said. 

It was actually fun listening to his stories and seeing pictures of 

what he has done. His latest log art was a 3-foot-diameter Hinoki 
log. The straight log was whole and unsplit at both ends, but in 
the middle of its 12-foot length it was neatly split until the two 
halves were bent about 2 feet apart. My eyes were all over the 
picture.

I asked him again, “Will you be able to give me a hint about 
how you bent it?” “It will be no fun once you know that. I am 
the third generation carver in my family, that is all I can tell you.” 

What does that mean? I still wonder and guess how he did it. 
One thing I confirmed is that he bends a solid log, he did not 
peel off the bark, he did not cut up anything. He is not the type 
to cheat — he simply enjoys that people can’t figure it out. 

I will go back and see him again and again, but I think he 
might die with his secret. If you want to see his art, the Ability 
Development Center in Shikoku displays one sculpture. Contact 
me for more information if you are interested.

By the way, if you search this book by name in Amazon it will 
not show up. You need to enter ISBN 087587150X. The book is 
out of print, and is only available used. Prices start at $12. I have 
one friend who bought this book for $150. Each artist has several 
sculptures in the book, and all the work is in timber, log and 
wood. You will be inspired by this book!

Now, it’s your turn — please, someone, introduce me to other 
good books! 

Primal Spirit: Ten Contemporary Japanese Sculptors 
by Howard N. fox (Editor), et al. [ISBN 087587150X]

Reviewed by Dai Yoshito Ona

B o o k  R E v I E w
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PA DRAFTING & DESIGN 

e-mail:  PADnD@alltel.net

WAYNE BRUNNER  

RIDGWAY, PA. 15853 

Tel :      814-772-9184 

   Custom Log Home Designs 
        Will travel to your job site
             22 years of experience 

support the advertisers who support log Building news. It’s a win-win situation!

logworks 
Helper 

A pricing program specially written 
for fast and accurate takeoffs and 
quotes of log home shells. 
•  Developed by Dai Ona with help from  

John Boys. 

•  You can customize Logworks Helper for 

the pricing methods and preferences you 

currently use. note: you must own a copy of 

Microsoft Excel® to run Logworks Helper. 

•  Contact Ann at the ILBA office for sales and 

enquiries. 

Only CDN $500.
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LOG BUILDING TOOLS
fINALLY UP AND rUNNING!!! Please visit 
our website at www.logbuildingtools.ca 
STARRETT & MACKIE scribers; heavy duty 
drawknives up to 30"; peeling spuds; 
chopping & finishing axes; broadaxes; 
adzes; GRANSFORS axes; ENGLISH slicks; 
ROBERT SORBY, HENRY TAYLOR, FOOTPRINT 
& PHEIL chisels and gouges; JAPANESE 
slicks, chisels, saws, ink lines & flex squares; 
hand-forged Flarens, shovel gouges, flat & 
scarf slicks, drawknives & draw-gouges; BARR 
Specialty Tools; peavies; cant hooks; lifting 
tongs; log dogs & cleats; log horses; water 
stones; Diamond whetstones; NORTHWEST 
calipers, tenon cutters & long auger bits; 
ship augers; chainsaw mills & attachments; 
MAKITA & MAFELL planers, saws & chain 
mortisers; MACKIE log building books & 
videos. FREE 32-page catalogue. 
MAGARD VENTURES LTD, 8365 Domagala 
Road, Prince George, BC, Canada V2K 5R1
Tel: 250-962-9057  Fax: 250-962-9157 
Attn: Maurice Gardy
magardlogtools@telus.net
www.logbuildingtools.ca

1999 Heartwood Band Sawmill Model 310 
Electric  Never been used; 6" Double-Cut 
(cutting travel speed up to 3 feet per second 
forward or reverse). Will require 600 Volt 3 
Phase Power or motor exchange. The only 
noticeable noise this mill makes is the actual 
blade cutting through wood. Eighty-eight feet 
of track; operator travels with mill head along 
track. Numerous track-mounted hydraulic 
log handing systems and full programmable 
computer controlled set works. (We purchased 
2 and only set one up for use.) Purchased in 
1999, replacement value of this unit today is 
over $130,000 Canadian. Asking $65,000.00 
Canadian, will require some site preparation and 
assembly. To compare this to any of the small 
bandsaws is like comparing a hi-way tractor/ 
trailer to a go-cart, this is a serious production 
mill. We often can go three weeks between 
bandsaw blade sharpenings! Please arrange 
for an appointment to see the twin unit in 
operation. Link to this model at Heartwood Saw: 
http://www.heartwoodsaw.com/Model_310.html
Email to info@moosemountain.com or phone 
toll free 1-877-932-3992 Lloyd Beckedorf, 
Moose Mountain Log Homes Inc.

NEW Cannon® Super Mini®  These chainsaw 
bars are perfect for log home builders and tree 
care professionals. Hand made for superior 
quality; the Cannon SuperMini is a narrow 
profile bar with a replaceable sprocket nose that 
is only 1.75" in diameter. The slender tip has an 
extended body for reduced kickback and longer 
bar life. Available in lengths from 16"-20", with 
3/8" or .325" pitch, the Cannon SuperMini is a 
highly maneuverable bar that is ideal for a variety 
of applications. For smoother cutting, try a 
Cannon SuperMini – “The Best Bar – Bar None!”
CANNON BAR WORKS LTD., Langley, BC, 
Canada  Toll free: 1-888-604-9990  
www.cannonbar.com

Logworks Helper Pricing program specially 
written for fast and accurate takeoffs and 
quotes of log home shells. You can customize 
it for the pricing methods and preferences 
you currently use. Note: you must own a copy 
of Microsoft Excel® to run Logworks Helper. 
Developed by Dai Ona with help from John 
Boys. Contact Ann at the ILBA offices for sales 
and enquiries. CDN $500.

H E l p  w a n T E d

Experienced full-scribe log builder wanted for 
year round, full-time work. Big White Pine logs. 
Good working conditions, minimal travel, good 
pay and benefits. Rural and beautiful Northern 
Vermont near Connecticut River and White 
Mountains of New Hampshire. 3 hours from 
Boston, Montreal and coast of Maine. Outdoors 
oriented person with good woodworking and 
math skills. To apply send or email resume and 
references. The Wooden House Co., Ltd.,  
3714 North Rd., S. Ryegate, Vermont to 
Newbury, Vermont 05051 Phone: 802-429-
2490 email: john@woodenhousecompany.com

Log Crafters Wanted Mid-level (3-5 years 
experience) to entry level (students from a 
course) needed. While dual US & Canadian 
citizenship or Class 1 truck driver’s license 
would be a benefit, it is not necessary. Another 
option, we will offer to subsidize training costs 
of non-experienced dual citizens in our next log 
building course. Applicants must have Canadian 
citizenship or Landed Immigrant status. With 
Moose Mountain you will be involved in 
patented and warranted air and weather tight 
fully scribed joinery, exciting projects and the 
possibility of travel with a company that is  
almost 30 years in business. Earnings dependent 
on skill and experience please call to discuss.  
Call us toll free at 1-877-932-3992 or email  
info@moosemountain.com.
 Did you know Environment Canada has 
determined Alberta enjoys Canada’s overall 
nicest climate and we are situated in the most 
moderate area of Alberta all with the Rocky 
Mountains at our doorstep. Alberta has one of 
the lowest costs of living plus the very lowest 
tax, where do you want to have your future?
To see the caliber of projects Moose Mountain 
builds, visit our photo gallery at: www.
moosemountain.com

Handcrafted Log Home Builder Wanted: Full 
Time position available immediately, experienced 
applicants only please. Wage negotiable, 
depending on experience. Please send resume 
with references to: Whitevalley Log Homes Ltd., 
Cherryville, BC Attn: Eric Ph/Fax: 250-547-6666 
info@whitevalleyloghomes.com

Log Builders and Timber framers Wanted  
We need 4 to 5 log home builders and/or timber 
framers at our plant in Chilliwack, BC. We will be 
busy for the whole next year. Please contact us 
via email at cancedar@shaw.ca or phone  
604-836-8315 and ask for Gerhard.

Legendary Logcrafters Limited is a hand-
crafted log home producer in Collingwood 
Ontario. Due to a consistent annual growth, 
our company is adding multiple positions 
from apprenticeships to experienced log home 
builders. Legendary offers highly competitive 
wages and a very structured work environment. 
Please email resume to  
Legendary@legendarylog.com or fax 
705-444-6675 or call 705-444-0400

Log/Timber Craftsman  Small custom log 
and timber building company in Carbondale, 
Colorado (30 minutes from Aspen) dedicated 
to high quality craftsmanship, is looking for 
experienced log/timber craftsman. Must be 
willing to learn more and able to work closely 
with small crew. Beautiful mountain location 
with all the outdoor recreation choices.  
Please send email inquiry to  
marianne@ackermanlogandtimber.com

Experienced Log Builder Wanted for 
permanent full time position. Send resumes  
with references to danielalbert@coyoteloghomes.
ca or fax 613-756-6186. See our work at  
www.coyoteloghomes.ca

The Log Connection is currently seeking 
three to four highly motivated, enthusiastic 
individuals to become part of our design 
team. Two positions are available for drafters 
with a minimum of two years architectural 
CADD drafting. Two positions are available for 
accomplished drafters/designers with ability to 
complete highly detailed log home construction 
drawings within a specified time period is a 
definite asset. Duties will include the creation 
of working drawings for custom log homes 
based on preliminary designs, production 
design and detailing, shop drawings as well as 
modifications to existing designs. Scope of work 
may range from medium sized residential to 
large commercial projects. Preferred experience 
would include log home design/drafting. 
Provide resume and samples of past CADD 
work, attention to: Mr. Dave Sutton, The Log 
Connection, 129 Nanaimo Ave. West, Penticton, 
BC Canada V2A 1N2

Handcrafted Log & Timber frame Builders 
Edgewood Log Structures, a successful 
Handcraft and Timber Frame company in Coeur 
d’Alene, is looking for both experienced and 
apprentice log and timber crafters. Wages are 
DOE. Full time positions available immediately.
Please send resumé to Edgewood Log Structures, 
P.O. Box 1030, Coeur d’Alene, ID 83816 or  
call 208-683-3332

Log Builder Wanted Log Home Builder career 
opportunity available with a progressive, quality 
oriented, full service log home company. 
Edmonton area, permanent full time, year round. 
1-2 years experience, must have own tools and 
transportation, wages are $18.00-$30.00/hr on 
piece work. Fax resume to 780-460-2584.

F o R  s a l E F o R  s a l E H E l p  w a n T E d
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R.C.M. CAD Design & Drafting Ltd.

Exclusively designing log homes 
& Post and Beam since 1994

Bus: (604) 850-6723   Fax: (604) 850-6734
E-mail: rcmcaddesign@shawbiz.ca

Web Page: www.loghomedesign.ca

“Check out our Web page to learn about us & our product”

support the advertisers who support log Building news. It’s a win-win situation!

Summer Beam Books

w
w

w.sum
m

erbeam
books.com

specializing in timber framing 
and related topics

2299 Rte 488
Clifton Springs, NY 14432

toll free 877-272-1987
315-462-3444

Charlotte Cooper, owner

Learn about timber framing

 Experience the joy of building 
 community through craft

Timber Framers Guild

 education • inspiration 

 888-453-0879
 www.TFGUILD.ORG

contact mel@waysideprinters.com
tel 250.372.3373

toll free in BC 1.800.663.6432

Proud to serve the ILBA

THE PAT WOLFE LOG BUILDING SCHOOL
• 30+ years experience teaching 1000s of students
• Choose from 1, 4, or 10-week courses
• Hands-on learning
• Courses in spring & fall
• Also available: Pat Wolfe Log Scriber-$70

Celebrating 33 Years
Brian Morrison   Tel: 613-256-0631

99 Euphemia Street, Almonte, Ontario, Canada K0A 1A0
Email: bmorrison001@sympatico.ca • www.logbuildingschool.net
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Company in Sweden looking for Two 
Log Builders  Grizzly Constructions is looking 
for 2 log builders. Our company works with full 
scribe and saddle/notch technique. Experienced 
log builder preferred but not required. Start 
as soon as possible. We will find you a place 
to live. Tools/ equipment not required. Wages 
negotiable. Working timeframe: between 4 and 
6-month minimum.
Grizzly Constructions
Svansåsen 1
68060 Sysslebäck, Sweden
Email: info@grizzlylodges.com
Phone: 0046-761334180

Top Notch Logworks Inc. of Gypsum, 
Colorado is looking for motivated and fun 
individuals for log and timber construction in 
the Vail/Aspen areas of Colorado. We are a great 
place to work and want people who can think 
on their feet. We don’t micro-manage, and want 
you to take the lead. Salary based on experience. 
We really would like to find an experience lead 
who can read plans and manage jobs but less 
experienced people are okay also. Check us out 
on the web or call Paul @ 970-989-0689 cell.

full time positions open immediately for 
experienced log home builders:
Whitevalley Log Homes Ltd.
Ph/Fax: 250-547-6666
info@whitevalleyloghomes.com
www.whitevalleyloghomes.com

Experienced Log Crafters  Moose Mountain 
Log Homes Inc. currently has two full time 
long term positions open for experienced log 
handcrafters with Canadian citizenship. Join a 
leading edge, quality oriented company that has 
been in the business for over 30 years!
Please phone 1-877-932-3992 Fax 1-877-932-
3993  or email info@moosemountain.com with 
your log work history.
Wages, earnings based on experience.

Looking for two experienced handcrafted 
log home builders, one with proven foreman 
capabilities to back up owner/builder. We are 
offering:
• a very positive work environment in a small 
dynamic crew, quality over production
• high hourly rate for the right people
• creative logwork using mostly coastal red cedar 
with flare butts
• accommodation for transition time available
Please call Darcy at 250-218-0929

s E R v I C E s

frEE Log Selection Calculator Go to  
www.LogBuilding.org and then click on “Free 
Information.” From that page choose the log 
selection calculator and download it to your 
computer. Requires Excel software to open and 
use this file. It gives you T-1, T-2, B-1 and B-2 for 
any set of logs.

Brian Lloyd Construction Consulting
• Industry Consulting
• Building Inspection
• Expert Witness
• Conflict Resolution
Vernon, BC. Tel/Fax 250-549-3545 
email bg_Lloyd@hotmail.com

Ed Shure and Architect Paul froncek have 
teamed up to provide you and your clients with 
beautiful designs that begin with a structural 
sensibility. Our 23-year professional relationship 
enables us to provide site specific design, as 
well as coordination with timber craftsmen, 
contractors, engineers & building officials to 
insure a seamless (and mostly painless) process. 
We have the experience to create log & timber 
designs that you will love to build. 
Full 3D drawing capability, including:
– walk through presentations
– permit & construction drawings
– shop drawings for hand or machine cutting
– steel & hardware design
– structural analysis 
For more info contact:
Ed Shure at Timmerhus Inc.
303-449-1336 or ed@timmerhusinc.com

Expert Witness—robert W. Chambers is 
available as an expert witness, consultant, or 
inspector for log home disputes or lawsuits. 
Please contact Robert at 612-804-2300 or  
robert@LogBuilding.org

TrAVELING TIMBErWrIGHT  Professional 
Finish Carpenter for Scribe Fit and Post & Beam 
structures. 30 years accomplished tradesman 
in this field. Mobile, with extensive selection of 
tools. Honest and Reliable. Contact:
RALPH CLEGG (604) 740-2404
British Columbia Canada

David Hourdequin, PE, owner of D. remy & 
Co. is our first “engineering” member located 
east of the Mississippi offering heavy timber 
and log system structural design services. His 
office is centrally located in western North 
Carolina. He is licensed through the mid-Atlantic 
and Southeastern US (see his membership 
listing under “engineers”). David is an active 
member of The Timber Frame Guild and their 
Timber Frame Engineering Council. He serves 
on the Technical Activities Committee which 
is currently in the process of getting the new 
design standard “TFEC 1-07 Standard for Design 
of Timber Frame Structures and Commentary” 
adopted and incorporated into the NF&PA 
National Design Specifications. He especially 
enjoys working on complex and difficult 
projects of “high intensity and short duration.” 
His hobbies are astronomy, amateur telescope 
making, and adventure motorcycling around the 
mountains of the southeast. To learn more about 
David, check out his website at www.dremy.
com.

New ownership, new instructor, new outlook 
The Pat Wolfe Log Building School has recently 
transferred ownership. Pat Wolfe’s former 
assistant instructor, Brian Morrison, is now 
instructing 1-, 4- and 10-week courses in both 
the spring and fall. Maintaining the school’s 
traditional methods of log home construction, 
Brian Morrison brings a new approach to the 
quality of homes created and the professional 
education delivered. Find out more about Brian 
and the Pat Wolfe Log Building School online at 
www.logbuildingschool.net.

Mara Mountain Log & Timber Training 
facility in Salmon Arm BC  It’s time to get into 
a growing industry. Our students are the future 
of the trade. Starting March 2, 2009 to May 
22, 2009, we are offering a 12-week training 
program with certified trainers. This is going 
to be an exciting hands on experience and 
the opportunity to get into a registered trade. 
Students will receive the knowledge and the 
enjoyment of a complete hands on experience of 
building a structure from the base round to the 
massive roof system. Please contact:
Mara Mountain Log & Timber Training Facility
Glen Jackson
#1.C  5270 Auto Rd SE
Salmon Arm BC  V1E 1X3
1-888-933-0017 or 250-833-0017   
Fax: 250-833-0052  
info@logandtimbertraining.com
www.logandtimbertraining.com

E v E n T s

2009
Joint Conference of the ILBA and Great Lakes 
Log Crafters Association May 7 to 9, 2009 at 
Telemark Resort, Cable, Wisconsin. Contact Ann 
the ILBA office for more information.

H E l p  w a n T E d s E R v I C E s T R a I n I n g

Receive
Log Building News

in Full Color
It’s easy!

Download the  
current issue at

www.logassociation.org
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A Boys Big Book of Jigs
A Log Builder’s Reference to Jigs, Tools and Techniques
An informative book on jigs and work methods specific to our trade.  
Sections include:
 – Scribing and Layout – Stairs and Railings
 – Cutting and Drilling – Stairs and Railings
 – Holding – Mills and Machines
 – Lifting – Work Methods
 – Accessing Heights – Resources
 – Cool Tools – New Stuff
• Available to ILBA members only

• Convenient binder format allows additional information to be inserted into appropriate sections, such as the 
TechTalk information at the centre of this LBN. This will allow for unlimited expansion, creating a personalized 
work handbook.

• Send in your TechTalk ideas for future LBNs as other members have done for you.

• Price $95.00 CAN plus shipping

To order, contact the ILBA office at 1-800-532-2900 or 250-547-8776 or email info@logassociation.org

Jig Book
- - - 

on sale
now
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How to Get Log Building News
Log Building News is mailed to all ILBA 
members. Articles, photos and letters are 
welcomed. The deadline for LBN 68 is 
February 15, 2009.

If you submit articles in Microsoft Word® 
on CD or by email, send them directly to 
the ILBA office.

Back issues of Log Building News are 
available from the Association office.  
Call 800-532-2900 to order.

Copyright Notice
Log Building News is copyrighted in Canada 
and the United States. Express written 
permission is required from the ILBA and, 
in some cases, from the author, before 
any article or photo can be photocopied, 
distributed or republished. Contact the 
ILBA office for details.

Disclaimer
The views and information expressed in  
articles and ads appearing in Log Building 
News are those of the authors of those 
articles and ads. The International Log 
Builders’ Association assumes no responsi-
bility for the accuracy of the information 
contained herein and does not edit or 
investigate any article or ad for that 
purpose.

Log Building Standards
The ILBA Log Building Standards, the 
“building code for handcrafted, scribe-fit 
& chinked log homes” are available online 
at the ILBA Web site, www.logassociation.
org and can be downloaded to your 
computer at no charge as an Adobe 
Acrobat PDF file.

Advertising
Log Building News welcomes advertisers. 
Please contact the ILBA office for deadlines.

Ad Sizes (in inches):
• Half page horizontal 7.5 x 4.625
• Half page vertical 3.625 x 9.75
• Quarter page 3.625 x 4.625
• Business card 3.625 x 2.25

Advertisers can send completed ads as:
•  PDF: Press optimized (high resolution) 

with fonts embedded
•  QuarkXpress® or InDesign® (CS2 or lower): 

include all fonts and linked graphics; 
Mac preferred, but PC acceptable 

•  Adobe PhotoShop® or Illustrator® EPS (CS2 
or lower): convert all fonts to outlines

•  JPEG: high quality; 300 dpi

For best results, colour in ads should be 
converted to CMYK before saving a PDF. 

NOTE: Microsoft Publisher® files MUST be 
converted to a PDF with fonts embedded.

Any non-digital images should be scanned 
at 300 dpi and saved as JPEGs. Black and 
white line art should be scanned at 600 dpi. 

Submissions can be made by submitting 
a CD or by email. Compressed .sit, .zip or 
.sea files are acceptable.

Editorial copy can be sent as a Microsoft 
Word® document, or saved from any word 
processing program as RTF or text (.txt).

Log Building News is a great way to contact 
the best log home builders. The ILBA is the 
largest group of builders of handcrafted 
log homes in the world — our members 
make well over $250 million of logwork 
each year. Please contact the office at  
1-800-532-2900 for an advertising 
specification sheet and ad rates.

F o R  m o R E  I n F o R m a T I o n

Ann Miks, Administrator
ann@logassociation.org

International Log Builders’ Association
P.O. Box 775
Lumby, British Columbia
Canada V0E 2G0 
800-532-2900 toll-free
250-547-8776 phone
250-547-8775 fax
www.logassociation.org

ILBA Board of Directors
President 
Ron Brodigan 
courses@schooloflogbuilding.com
Vice-President 
Pat Clark 
pclark@aboutmontana.net
Clerk/Secretary 
Earl Laverty 
earl@lavertyloghomes.com
Treasurer 
Kevin Maynard 
Kevin@openhearth.us
Directors 
Konrad Gallei 
konrad@gallei.de
Glen Jackson 
info@logandtimbertraining.com
David Rogers 
logdoctor@aol.com
Daniel Wait 
dan@fbiloghomes.com
Past President 
Ed Shure 
ed@timmerhusinc.com
Past Treasurer 
John Boys 
logworks@uniserve.com

Joining the ILBA
Membership in the International Log Builders’ 
Association is open to any interested person. 
Members get a copy of the ILBA Log Building 
Standards, one year of Log Building News, 
membership certificate, voting privileges, discounted 
conference registration, a listing in the Annual 
Directory, a copy of the Association Constitution 
and Bylaws, use of computerized help wanted and 
work wanted ads, and all ILBA mailings and notices. 
Company memberships have additional benefits. 
The ILBA accepts Visa or MasterCard. For more 
information on dues and member benefits, please 
call the ILBA office at 800-532-2900.

       I n  o u R  n E x T  I s s u E
 

Coming up in Log Building News 68 — 

• Makita Groove Cutter

• Dovetails

• Telemark Conference Reports

• More Tech Talk (contribute your ideas and photos today)

SUBMIT YOUr ArTICLES TODAY – WE WANT TO HEAr frOM YOU!



LogBuildingNewsNumber 67 ��

advertisers in This Issue
Altitude Engineering LLC. . . . . . . . . . . . .  17

BC Log & Timber Industry. . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

CBR Products. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4

Chambers Log Peeler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10

Dietrich’s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  17

Emseal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  23

Foard Insulated Panels. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  14

Gearhead Scribers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12/13

Good Shepherd Wool Insulation . . . . . . .  19

GRK Fasteners . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5

J. Rouleau & Associates . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19

Lignomat USA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8

Log Home Store . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19

Nicola Log Works . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24

P.A. Drafting & Design . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  17

Pat Wolfe Log Building . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19

Perma-Chink Systems Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6

Pfanner Tough Gear Canada . . . . . . . . . . .  9

Precision Structural Engineering . . . . . . .  17

RCM Cad Design & Drafting. . . . . . . . . .  19

RSM Drafting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  17

Sashco. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7

Schroeder Log Home Supply. . . . . . . . . . .  5

Streamline Design . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  17

Summer Beam Books . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19

The Continental Products Company . . . . .  2

The Sansin Corporation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3

Timber Framers Guild . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19

Timber Tools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  15

Timmerhus Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  21

Wayside Press . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19

Williams – Wood . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  15

Mark your calendar now!
ILBA & the Great Lakes 
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Joint Conference
at Telemark Resort, Cable, 
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